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EMPIRE DAY IN THE COLONIES

Empire Day will be observed throughout the Colonial Empire, although in

many Colonial dependencies celebrations will be on a greatly restricted scale owing
to War conditions.

In CEYLON, for instance, Empire Day celebrations, which for a long time

past have yielded place to those associated with the King's Birthday, will be

further reduced owing to the black-out and the rationing of petrol and food.

The dinners usually held by the Royal Empire Society and the Overseas

League will not take place. The message sent by the Secretary of State for Colonies
to the Colonial Empire will be published in the Ceylon press on May 24 and 25 and
will be read in schools on Monday. A pageant of Empire in song with an introductory
message by the Governor, Sir Andrew Caldecott, will be broadcast on the evening of

Sunday May 24; it will include music by members of the Forces and the marching song

of the King's African Rifles sung by members of that regiment.

Empire Day will be celebrated throughout NIGERIA to-morrow, Saturday, by
a parade of school children in every division and urban centre, at which a message
from Viscount Bledisloe will be read. The parades will be followed by school sports.

In LAGOS the Empire Day message will be read by the Governor at a parade
of school children and will be broadcast over the local system. The Secretary of

State's message will be published in the local press.

As a matter of general policy, public holidays are not now being observed

in the GOLD COAST. Empire Day therefore will not be a public holiday and there

will be no organised celebrations. There will, however, be a school holiday on

Monday and special messages will be broadcast to all school-children.

Empire Day has been made the starting point of a special Colony wide

"Bomber Week” drive in aid of the Gold Coast Spitfure Fund.

Monday is being observed as Empire Day in KENYA.

Normally the most important celebrations are held at MOMBASA but owing
to the present situation it has been found impossible to hold them this year.

The messages from Viscount Bledisloe and Secretary of State will be

promulgated throughout the Colony.

Individual schools will hold simple ceremonies and services at which

these messages will be read.

Replies to the Secretary of State's messages have been received from the

Governors of Tanganyika and British Guiana.

The GOVERNOR OF BRITISH GUIANA telegraphed:- "On behalf of the Colony of

British Guiana I wish to thank you sincerely for your Empire Day message to the

Colony. It was received with deep appreciation. The people of this Colony have

watched with heartfelt admiration the wonderful example of courage and resolution

set by the people of Britain in the face of the greatest difficulties and they

desire to express to-day their trust and confidence in the ultimate victory of the

democratic powers.”

The GOVERNOR OF TANGANYIKA telegraphed "On behalf of the people of

Tanganyika, I thank you for your Empire Day message of good wishes. Inspired by

high courage and endurance in the face of grievous trials and dangers of which the

post year has given so many shining examples throughout the Empire, and with daily

mounting confidence in the future, we shall continue to play our part in the firm

assurance of victory for our aims and for the ideals which sustain us.”

Empire Day mil be observed in all schools in JAMAICA on Monday, which

will be a public holiday. SpecialYouth Services will be held on Sunday, and there

will be tree-planting ceremonies, saluting the flag, reading the messages from the

Secretary of State and Viscotint Bledisloe, patriotic songs, and games. Scouts,

Guides, Guildry, and Boy's Brigades will take part. There will be special broad-

casts for children on Monday afternoon, and an Empire programme will be included in

the normal daily broadcast. Special appeals are being made to children on behalf

of the Overseas League Tobacco Fund.
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