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REGISTRAR-GENERAL 'S REVIEW FOR 1938 FERTILITY

STATISTICS

The Registrar-General’s Statistical Review for England and Wales

for 1938 (Tables, Part II Civil)* contains the first analysis and

report of the new information bearing upon the fertility of women obtained

under the population (Statistics) Act. The Act cane in force on 1st

July, 1938, and a full analysis has been made of the births in the

second half of the year.

These statistics show that in 1938 fertility at any given age

declined progressively as the marriage duration increased from 0 to

10 years. Fertility immediately after marriage has declined by about

one—third since 1911 for women marrying at 20-26, and by about one-

quarter for women marrying at 27-30.

The reproduction rates computed in the report are designed to show

to what extent the female portion of the population is reproducing itself.

The conventional net reproduction rate based on the fertility and mortality
of 1938 is 0.807. When this is adjusted, however, for anticipated future

improvement in mortality, it becomes 0.84. In other words the expectation
in 1938 was that 100 women of child-bearing ages would be replaced by 84

of the same ages in the next generation. This implies that an increase

of 19 per cent. in fertility would have to take place within the next few

yeans if an ultimate decline in the home-born population is to be avoided.

The proportion of twin children born in 1938 was 23.7 per 1,000
births and triplets 25.8 per 100,000. Two out of every 87 live-bom

children arc twins or triplets.

More Marriages

The number of marriages solemnised in England and Wales during the

year was 361,768, against 359,160 in the previous year. The rate was 17.6

persons married per 1,000 population at all ages compared with 17.5 in the

previous year and 17.4 in 1936.

Of the total marriages, 32 per cent, were solemnised during the third

quarter. (This preference for the third quarter has been constant since

the beginning of the present century. Before then, the fourth quarter was

the favourite quarter for marriage).

Thirty-eight males and 1,274 females married at age 16 the lowest

legal age at which marriages may be solemnised.

The number of decrees nisi made absolute in respect of dissolution

or annulment of marriage was 6,250, an increase of 1,364 over that of 1937.

The live births registered during the year numbered 621,204, an

increase of 40,791 on the figure for 1933, which was the lowest recorded

since 1850, when the population was less than half the present number. The

birth rate of 15.1 per 1,000 population was 0.2 above that for 1937 and 0.7
above that for 1933, which was the lowest recorded for England and Wales.

Of the countries for which the data are available the only ones showing a

lower rate in 1938 were Austria 14.0, France 14.6 and Sweden 14.9.

The proportion of the sexes in the births registered during the year

was 1,051 males to 1,000 females.

There was at the end of the year a total of 172,128,733 names in the

Registrar-General 's Index available to the general public for searches in

the Registers of Births, marriages and Deaths.

* Note: The review is not to be printed for sale to the public during
the continuance of the paper shortage.
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