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THE MALTESE SPIRIT CANNOT BE OVERCOME

says Lt.-Gen. Sir William Dobbie, G.C.M.G.

Following is the text of the postscript after the

9 o'clock news tonight:-

I on very glad of the opportunity this evening to speak about and on

behalf of Malta whore I have been privileged to serve for the last two

years.

They have been eventful years, full of interest and of experiences
which I for one would not have missed for anything, and when I left a few

days ago, I did so with the greatest regret, but full of many happy
memories which will be ever with me.

Since arriving in this country last Sunday, I have been immensely

impressed by the affection and respect in which Malta is held by the

people here. I, who know the people and the garrison, and who have

seen them carrying on cheerfully often under very adverse conditions, know

that those sentiments (which are nine too) are very completely deserved.

I cannot pay too high a tribute to the gallantry, determination,

grit and uncomplaining endurance of the people and garrison of Malta, and

I am glad of this opportunity so do so publicly this evening.

For the people have had a lot to put up with. They have suffered

not only from direct enemy action but also from the indirect consequences

of the attacks.

I suppose I am right in saying that owing to its geographical

position Malta is the most exposed, part of the British Empire to-day. It

lies very near powerful enemy bases, but very far from support.

Moreover she lies on the enemy's life line to Libya, and for that

reason is not only a potential but very real danger to him. This is the

reason for his frantic and continued attempts not only to neutralise

it, but as Hitler expressed, it, to rub it out.

He had made great efforts to do so, but Malta is no nearer being

rubbed out than when he started. He may make further efforts, but I

am confident that in God's good providence they will also fail,
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Malta is by no means self-supporting most of her require-
ments have to be brought from outside. This is a task for which

the Royal Navy is responsible, and which has been discharged in

spite of the greatest difficulties.

But Malta is not the only commitment of the Navy its

activities are worldwide -- and Malta has always prided itself

in easing the Navy 's burden as much as possible, and not asking
for anything to be brought which it can possibly do without.

That is one of the reasons why some things are very short in

Malta. The fortress has voluntarily accepted the restrictions and

discomfort due to the shortage. The people have accepted in a

wonderful spirit these restrictions which have cut right across

the life of the community. They say "We don’t mind, so long as

it helps to win the war".

In a similar spirit they accept the hardship and discomforts

due to the destruction of their houses. Thousands of houses

have been destroyed, and the accommodation problem has become

increasingly difficult. But all these things are borne not only

uncomplainingly but cheerfully.

No praise can be too high for their spirit, and what I have

said about the people is true also of the garrison consisting of

the Navy, Army and Air Force who ore literally ready for any

eventuality.

A fortress with that spirit cannot be overcome, and my

confidence about the future is complete when I think of that

spirit, and remember that in addition the people are putting
their trust in Almighty God.
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