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NEW CIVILIAN AIRGRAPH SERVICE

Postmaster General's Announcement

A civilian airgraph service is to be provided from this country to

Egypt, India, Ceylon, Palestine, Transjordan, Cyprus, the Anglo-Egyptian Sudan,

Aden, British Somaliland and Seychelles. There is already an airgraph

service for H.M. Forces to these countries except India, Ceylon and Seychelles

and the troops will benefit from the extensions to those places.

This important announcement was made by the Postmaster General, Mr.

W.S. Morrison, at a conference of representatives of the Chambers of Commerce,

Federation of British Industries, National Chamber of Trade and the Banks

with large oversea communications.

Mr. Morrison said he intended to introduce the civilian airgraph service

to these countries very shortly, and he hoped to begin a similar service

to East and South Africa within the next two or three months. The troops

would benefit by these improvements.

The change in this country will "be 8d. for each airgraph to a civilian

address, but the cost to H.M. Forces will still be 3d. - the rate already

changed for the Forces airgraph to and from the Middle East.

The Postmaster General explained that the great benefit from the

postal standpoint was economy in weight and bulk which was naturally of the

utmost importance in view of the shortage of aircraft capacity for civil

mail, ’./here 1 lb, of ordinary air mail letters would average 30 letters, 1 lb,

of films would contain 3,000 airgraphs.

Emphasising that the civilian anagraph would be cheaper and much quicker

than any of the existing air nail services, the Postmaster General said

the overall time for the transmission of airgraphs to Egypt and India, for

example, would be about 17 days.

The times would be liable to alteration according to intervals between

air despatches, the consequent variations in traffic to be handled, and

other unforeseen causes.

Representatives attending the Conference showed keen interest in the

scheme and among the questions raised wore the adaptation of the airgraph form

to bills of lading and other business documents, the use of codes and ciphers,
and the legal validity of airgraphs.

Sir Geoffrey Clarke, President of the London Chamber of Commerce said
,

the business world was grateful to the post Office for the way it had handled

the very difficult problem of Empire Air Mails in war-time. He was sure

this new airgraph service would be a great facility to the public.
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