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MR. MORRISON AT PRISON VISITORS ASSOCIATION

Speaking in London to-day to the National Association of Prison

Visitors, Mr. Herbert Morrison, the Home Secretary, said:-

It is one of the finest features of our democratic life that so much

can be left to the unforced voluntary effort of individuals. There are

one instances in which vitally important social functions cannot be

performed at all if they are not performed freely. The work of the

Prison Visitors would lose more than half its meaning if it were done

by direction and were regimented. It is the spontaneity of the work that give

it its whole significance in the eyes of the unfortunates whom it is

intended to benefit.

It was a revolutionary change when about twenty years ago the Prison
Commissioners allowed their voluntary workers to go into establishments which

previously had been kept sealed from visitors. All prison officers agree that

the effect on the prisoners was remarkable. The prisoner ceased to think

of himself as an outcast forgotten by society. The fact that somebody, and

that somebody not an official and not paid for the work, comes to see him from

no motive but fellowship and good will is a. demonstration of human kindness

which has affected for the better even the sourest of criminals.

I pay my tribute to the steadfast and selfless loyalty with which the

of Prison Visitors is deno. There is no honour and glory in it -

I can think of few pieces of important public service which attract less

notice and bring fewer marks of public recognition than yours. Yet you go on.

Even in war time you go on, undeterred by the multiplication of other calls

which must fall upon you as upon us all, undeterred by the blackout and by
travelling difficulties, I find it hard to express adequately the appreciation
of the Home Office for what you do.

You bring into the otherwise stagnant atmosphere of prison life a breath

of the outside world. You help prisoners by talking over their indivicidual

problems with them and you trice an active interest in their after care, I

do not feel and I will not pretend that our society has yet found any final

or satisfactory solution of the problem of its relationship to the delinquent
and criminal, In this matter we cannot rest upon the present state of affairs

(though there has been great progress) but must press on as opportunity
servos towards a policy which is both more scientific and mere humane than

we have yet succeeded in hammering out. In the meantime yours is one of the

uplifting influences in the situation - the little leaven which does a

great deal to leaven the whole lump.
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