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SHELTER MEDICAL AID POSTS: IN LONDON

Temporary Closure

As few people are now using public shelters in London and the

most dangerous season for epidemics has passed, nearly all the

shelter medical aid posts in the London Civil Defence Region are to

be temporarily closed and put on a care and maintenance basis. Only

the posts in the shelters or groups of shelters which are still

regularly used by 500 persons or more will be kept open.

This decision has been taken by the London Civil Defence

Commissioners with the approval of the Ministry of Health,

Medical aid posts and regular medical and nursing attendance

have been provided in every public shelter or group of public shelters

regularly used for sleeping by 500 people or more since the beginning
of the winter of 1940/41. The main object was to prevent the spread
of infectious disease among the larger aggregations of shelterers.

Now that the number of regular users has in most shelters fallen well

below 500 it is considered that there is little or no need for these

regular health services.

The majority of the 203 medical aid posts recently in operation

were regularly attended by doctors and were staffed by 390 nurses.

The number of shelterers, however, has shrunk to 8,600, an average

of only 43 persons per post. Only 4 cases are, on the average,

being treated, each week at each post.

Doctors will continue to be available on call to deal with

emergency cases of illness or accident in the shelters.

The Commissioners have asked the local authorities to arrange

to maintain the medical aid posts in proper condition, and the local

Medical Officers of Health will continue to supervise health

conditions in the shelters generally. All practicable steps will

be taken to ensure that the full shelter medical organisation can

be brought into full operation again at short notice if the need

arises. For example, arrangements are being made for suitable nurses

released from shelter work to be employed in hospitals or on other

work under their own local authority on condition that they are

released at short notice if they are required again for shelter duties.
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