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600-TON PASSENGER STEAMER "KIDNAPPED” BY

YOUNG NORWEGIANS AND BROUGHT TO BRITAIN

A Norwegian ship with her complete crew and cargo, was

recently kidnapped and brought safely to a British North Sea

port. This story, which has been published by the Norwegian

authorities in London, deals with one of the most dramatic

escapes from an occupied country during the present war.

The ship is the "Galtesund", a Norwegian coastal vessel

running on regular passenger and cargo service between Oslo and

Bergen, She was kidnapped by a group of young Norwegians who

brought her to a British harbour where she arrived on Tuesday

17th March, They urgently desired to get to England where

they wished to join the Norwegian Armed Forces, and they de-

cided that the simplest way to do this would be to gain control

of one of the ships in regular traffic along the Norwegian coast,

and navigate her across the North Sea*

The steamship "Galtesund” left Flekkefjord, a port on the

south coast of Norway, on Sunday 15th March at 5 p .m. One hour

later the ship was scheduled to call at another port en route

from Oslo to Bergen, As the ship did not arrive there when

scheduled, she was immediately reported missing by the German-

controlled Norwegian Radio, which assumed that she had met with

an accident - and it was suggested she might have been blown up

by a mine. The Norwegian authorities are able to state, how-

ever, that the ship, the crew, and the passengers are safe in

Great Britain,

The party of young Norwegians who kidnapped the "Galtesund”

operated according to a carefully prepared plan. They had, for



2

instance, ascertained that the ship had sufficient fuel to

reach England, and they carried out their plan with great deter-

mination and thoroughness.

They boarded the ship as passengers, one or two at a time,

at various ports-of-call along the coast, and shortly after the

ship had left Flekkefjord they divided into three sections -

the first, consisting of two men, on the bridge, the second in

the saloon, and the third in the engine room -.and at the point

of their revolvers they prevented the officers and the crew

from resisting. On behalf of the ship and the crew the captain

lodged a strong protest, but it was made plain to everyone that

any form of resistance would be resolutely suppressed. They

quickly succeeded in gaining control of the ship and it was not

necessary to resort to more severe measures. One of the Nor-

wegians assumed command on the bridge, and the ship was then

navigated according to a course carefully thought out beforehand.

The ship put straight out to sea, and after a few hours she was

out of sight of land and beyond the control of the Germans,

Later in the evening the course was set for the nearest British

port and the crossing was made without any attack by the German

armed forces. On the following day British reconnaissance planes

observed the ship in the North Sea, and a trawler guided her

through the minefields to a British port where, as previously

mentioned, she arrived on the 17th March,

The "Galtesund" is a combined cargo and passenger ship

of 623 tons, and has accommodation for approximately one hundred

passengers. She has been running on the Oslo-Bergen route for

many years.
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