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M. Paul-Henri SPAAK, the Belgian Foreign Minister,

speaking in London of the second anniversary of the

German invasion of Belgium (May 10) said:

"May 10 in the history of Belgium marks the return of a tragic anniversary.

"It is now two years since Germany, in spite of all treaties, in spite of a

solemn premise, without any warning, without even an ultimatum or declaration of

war. and obviously incapable of finding any real grievance against Belgium,

invaded it.

"After an interval of twenty five years, ray country has lived all over again

the tragedy of 1914. Its army, forced to withdraw before superior numbers, its

towns wrecked, its civilian population trying to escape along reads constantly

swept by machine-gun fire: and on top of all this, the occupation - for months,

for years!

"Do English people realise all the misery and heroism, which is meant by that

terrible expression: occupation by the enemy, occupation by the German army and

the German police?

"Belgium was plundered, forced to ransom, devastated. My countrymen have

lived through a terrible winter. They have suffered frcm\the cold. They have

suffered from hunger. The schools have had to close down through lack of coal.

The poorer classes, whose rations are quite inadequate, lose -what remains of their

health and are dying.

"Patriots are arrested. The concentration camps and the prisons are full to

overflowing.

"'Germany does all she can to break up and annihilate the country to create a

rift between Fleming and Walloon, between the working man and the industrialist,

between the town-dweller and the peasant. But all Germany’s efforts are without

avail.

"The greater the misery, the greater is the people’s heroism. The more

fierce and cruel. the Germans become, the more the Belgian shows’his hostility

and his contempt. The harder the orders are given, the more actively his will

to be free and independent is expressed.

"It is a constant, a magnificent, an immense message of patriotic faith and

of heroism which, every day, comes to us from occupied Belgium.

"Amongst my countrymen, never has faith in Great Britain been greater. They

areawaiting victory and freedom with an unfailing confidence, and they approve of

us, the Free Belgians, because we put in the common cause all that is left to us

of strength. They are proud to know that our airmen fight side by side with

those whom they can hear throughout the night; that our seamen share the perils

of the greatest seafarers in the world; that our soldiers are training in the

company of those who, to-morrow,will expel the Germans from the occupied lands.

"I feel sure that on this day of anniversary, the feelings of the immense

majority of my countrymen can be described thus: passionate love of their wrecked

courtly, hatred of Germany, confidence and admiration for Great Britain".

To-day, to mark the occasion of the second Anniversary of the German

invasion of Belgium, a large congregation attended the Belgian Church of Our Lady
of Hal, Camden Town, N.W. where Mass was celebrated.

Tomorrow, M. Hubert Pierlot, the Belgian Prime Minister, will broadcast in

French from London to his fellow-countrymen in occupied Belgium and overseas.

A Flemish broadcast will also bo made by M. Albert de Vleeschauwer, Minister of

Colonies.

From Leopoldville
; capital of the Belgian Congo, M.Pierre Jackmans, the

Governor-General will speak to his countrymen all over the world.
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