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THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH'S MISSION

Mr. P.V. Emrys Evans, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Dominion

Affairs today addressed the annual meeting of the South Derbyshire Conservative

Association. He said:-

"It is the British Empire which has made this country rich and powerful
and has enabled us to maintain a high standard of living in these islands. It

has called forth great qualities in our people, and it has also brought peace and

prosperity to many millions in those possessions which had not known those

blessings before.

"These things have come about because unlike other Empires of the past, this

country did not exploit its possessions, she did not ask for quick and therefore

fleeting returns, she developed the Empire and was prepared to wait for the

results. Like the man who plants an oak which he will never see reaching maturity,
so those who have gone before us worked for a future they could not share. But

they did something more, they brought to the Dominions and Colonies which form

the Empire their ideals of freedom, of constitutional government and of justice

which alone can ensure orderly progress and instil into men's minds a sense of

responsibility.

"Hong Kong was a desolate island and Singapore a sandbank a little over hundred

years ago. This great achievement should be remembered. In these grave times

when so much has been lost, it is vital that this country should realise the true

meaning of our Empire and resolve that when that which has been over-run is

re-conquered, we shall continue to develop and strengthen the great traditions of

Colonial Government of which we are justly proud.

"In the years between the wars there was too little interest in Imperial
questions and a lack of confidence very different from the energy and enthusiasm

during the closing years of the last and in the early years of this Century.

The British Commonwealth cannot continue unless it regains its sense of mission, and

unless it feels its responsibility and its peoples are prepared to make sacrifices

in order to strengthen and develop our great heritage.

"We hear much to-day about "planning" and of the new order which many believe

is coming out of this war. These premises and highly-coloured pictures should

be examined in the light of sober fact of which one of the most obvious is that

after such immense waste and destruction, all nations will be greatly impoverished,
and that it will take some time to reorganise the life of the world on a peace-

time basis.

"This country has no need of a 'new order' her task is to build on the

foundations laid in the past and to develop our own system in our way, through
our own institutions and in accordance with our own ideals. That which has stood

against tempest of war and stood alone, and which held the gateway of freedom

until others came to our help, has a strength of spirit and a toughness of fibre

which will enable it to attack the problems of peace, if it faces them honestly,
as it attacked the aggressor in war.

"Phrases will not, however, win the hard struggle which lies ahead in the

difficult days when the war is over. Let us have no illusions, the scene of battle

will move but the battle will go on and the same qualities will be necessary in

order to overcome new problems.

" 'We will not tolerate unemployment’ is easily said, but the task of overcoming
the evil is hard, nor can the solution be solely economic. Again, much is said of

equality of opportunity,' but we must go further and ask opportunity for what? Not

surely for idleness and pleasure, but if the answer is ’service' then all will be

well in the future. Many right© have been gained and corresponding responsibilities
must now be shouldered.
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"If this is the approach and it is, I believe, the only one, then

however hard the path and it will be very hard at times, results will cone

gradually, A nation can be built up well housed, well fed and well educated

only if it can use its advantages to further great ideals. This country and

Empire can only survive if it is determined to be strong on every side so that it

may guard our own way of life in the world against those forces of evil which will

always be ready to destroy it at the least sign of weakness.

"In the months which lie ahead of us successes will be mixed with reverses

and for a time reverses and setbacks will perhaps be more frequent than successes,

but I have no doubt that as our power grows victories will come more often until

at last the fortitude of our people will have enabled the United Nations to sweep

forward to final and absolute triumph over the evil forces which have for so long

afflicted and oppressed so many of the peoples of the world,"•
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