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NEW GOVERNOR OF MALTA

Major-General (temporary Lieutenant-General) Sir William George Shedden Dobbie,

K.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O. has tendered to His Majesty the King his resignation of his

appointment as Governor and Commander-in-Chief of the island of Malta and its

dependencies, and His Majesty has been pleased to appoint General The Right Honourable

Viscount Gort, V.C., G.C.B., C.B.E., D.S.
O.,

M.V.O., M.C., to succeed him.
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NOTES FOR INFORMATION

General Dobbie, who was bornin 1879, was educated at Charterhouse and Woolwich.

He saw active service in the South African War and in the Great War, being awarded the

D.S.O. in 1916 find appointed C.M.G. in 1919. After the Great War he held various

appointments in this country and in Egypt, where he commanded, a Brigade (1928-1932)
until in 1935 he became General Officer Commanding in Malaya. He was-promoted Lieuten-

ant-Colonel in 1925, Colonel in 1926 and Major-General in 1932. He retired in 1939,

but was appointed, to Malta with the temporary rank of Lieutenant-General in: 1940, when

General Sir Charles Bonham-Carter, G.C.B., C.M.G., D.S.O., was forced, through ill-

health, to relinquish his duties as Governor and Commander-in-Chief, He administered

the Government of Malta until May 19th, 1991, when he was appointed Governor and

Commander-in-Chief. He is Colonel Commandant of the Royal Engineers,

On the 10th June, 1940, Italy declared war on Great Britain and France, Within

a few hours Malta had experienced her first air raid and from that day to this the

people of Malta have lived under the ceaseless menace of attack from the sea, on

land, but most of all, from the air. The nearest Allied base, Alexandria, is more

than 900 miles away to the east, and to the west Gibraltar is more than 1,000 miles.

To the north the airfields of Sicily and. Southern Italy are only a few minutes flying
distance away. The sirens have sounded nearly 2,000 times, and over 900 times the

warnings have been followed by bombs.
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Owing to the admirable local precautions many lives have been saved, but

many have been lost, and the destruction of property has been widespread and

very heavy indeed. Thousands have lost their homes and all their possessions,
and some of the finest examples of medieval architecture in Europe have been

destroyed. Many cities in this country have borne heavy air attack, but in

sheer weight of metal, in concentration and sustained fury, the ordeal of

Malta surpasses any which has been endured here.

This scale of attack has not been maintained throughout the whole of the

past two years, and early in the war the Royal Air Force established superiority
over the Italians which gave the Colony for long periods almost complete immunity.
During this time and afterwards the airfields of Sicily and. Italy, their

harbours and ports, and Axis shipping have been bombed by aircraft based on

Malta, The toll taken of the enemy, has also been heavy and here the Air

Force have received splendid assistance from the anti-aircraft defences, in

which Maltose and British troops serve side by side. The losses inflicted on

theenemy far exceed those suffered in the defence of the island.

The garrison in Malta had only one opportunity to deal with a seaborne

which was attempted in July, 1941 by an Italian force of small fast

vessels. This attempt ended in disaster for the Axis and the accurate

shooting of the British and Maltese coast artillery resulted in the complete
destruction of the whole of the attacking forces.

These achievements have, not been theachievements of the armed forces alone.

Many tributes .have been paid to the magnificent heroism and, fortitude of the

civilian 'population of Malta on whom in the long run victory must depend.

This heroism has recently.been rewarded by a high decoration.

Throughout these hard .and bitter times’ the command in Malta has been in.

the hands, ofGeneral Dobbie, He has not been merely Commander-in-Chief of the

Forces inMalta, he has also been the Governor, The people of Malta have
looked to him for practical, measures necessary to meet their, immediate

difficulties, for the efficient organisation of relief and emergency services;

and above all, for the leadership and guidance and the spirit by whichall

great human efforts must be inspired. They have not looked to General Dobbie

in vain. Throughout the long months of strain and anxiety he has won their

respect and their confidence, as he has also won the respect the confidence

and the whole hearted admiration of His Majesty's Government, but in this dual

capacity his burden has been most grievous and heavy, and it is one which no

man can bear indefinitely . The change that has just been announced has been

carried out after full consultation with General Dobbie himself, Hewill

receive on his return to this country the honour and the welcome to which his

achievements entitle him. There can be no doubt that from Malta he will bring

with him the warmest and most affectionate wishes of the people whomhe has so

magnificently led.

COLONIAL OFFICE PRESS SECTION


	txu-oclc-35776857-1942-05-07-020-021�㠠7㠠ꀝ쌃堆ꀒ㣣Ē䀛㨓��������5㠴5㔶쌃ꀆꀒÏ蠆ꀒ�������� 㜲�옔엽䤯⠰�Ⰰ옔簱옔꠲옔밲옔ꃲ䠯�Ȁ씔撚씔풝씔Ს씔㲤씔蒧씔ࢫ씔�씔씔㲳씔傳씔䲷씔悷씔岻씔炻씔沿씔Ӄ씔鳆씔씔씔�씔씔Ö씔ᓖ씔瓚씔裚씔퓞씔씔ೣ씔⃣씔ョ씔䓧씔䃫씔哫씔䤯㳯�䄀씔씔ࣶ씔쓸씔胻씔僾씔頁옔찄옔␇옔砈옔䣲䠯곐�ᨀ씔씔岝씔꒠씔�₧씔꒪씔㲮씔傮씔悲씔璲씔颶씔
	Chapter�넁/㲲܄˭㊱�눃Ȃ±̀⼼눅Ђ눇ﰼ눁Ȃ㌑ℑ┡ᄡ䐂騂⋽�嗺ꭄ


