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SIMULTANEOUS PUBLICATION IN WASHINGTON HAS BEEN ARRANGED.

AMBASSADORIAL RANK FOR U.S. - NETHERLANDS REPRESENTATIVES

The Governments of the United States of America and of the Netherlands

have decided to raise the rank of their diplomatic representatives to that of

Ambassador.

The President of the United States will receive today Dr. Alexander

Loudon, hitherto Netherlands Minister in Washington, who will present his

letters of credence as the first Ambassador of the Netherlands to the United

States.

Mr. Anthony Drexel Biddle hopes soon to be received in audience by Queen

Wilhelmina in order to present his credentials as American ambassador to the

Court of the Netherlands.

The Department of State in Washington has issued the

following statement:

Just two years ago the peace-loving Dutch people were treacherously
attacked by German armies, and since that time the territory of the Netherlands

has been treated as a slave state by Germany, But the cruel oppression to

which they have been subjected has never impaired the unfaltering determination

of the Dutch people to regain their independence.

Since that time the Netherlands East Indies have been invaded by Japan

and the gallant defence of the Dutch forces against overwhelming odds has

constituted an outstanding chapter in the history of the present war.

The matchless resistance of the Dutch people throughout the world for

these past two years proves their heroic stature in the defence of their

liberties.

With this in mind the President recently suggested to the Queen of the

Netherlands that the rank of the diplomatic representation between the two

countries should be raised to that of an Embassy.

The steps towards the accomplishment of this proposal have now been

completed and the President will today receive Dr, Alexander Loudon, until now

Minister of the Netherlands to the United States, who will present his letters

of credence as the first Ambassador of the Netherlands in Washington,
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