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EFFICIENCY OF THE NATIONAL FIRE SERVICE

Admiration- for the work- of the women of the National Fire Service was

expressed by Commander A.N.G. Firebrace, Chief of the Fire Staff, when he

addressed a meeting of Liverpool business men to-day.

"We no longer talk of the gallantry of our women nor of their endurance"
,

he said, "We pay them the compliment of taking those qualities for granted,"

51 1 watched them on the night when a large portion of the City of

London was burnt out. In a fire station in the heart of this area the lighting
had failed and the girls wore working with the aid of candles; in the control

room the atmosphere was hot and smoky. Urgent messages were being received

every minute. In the street outside one could read a newspaper hy the light
of the enormous fires that were burning - the clouds were reflecting brilliant

red. After a while the barrage ceased and the machine-guns of the night

fighters could be hoard overhead; everyone realised that the situation was very

grave. Just then a man put his head inside the door and called out ’Your

roof’s on fire’ and the girls replied with a cry of ’whoopee’ and never turned

a hair. Half an hour later they only just escaped with their lives by climbing

down into a cutting. They’re pretty tough, these women,"

During the heavy attacks on the London docks Commander Firebrace was

touring the area, "Our arrangements for feeding and relieving firemen at

fires were not too good in those days" ho said, "and I remember talking to

a man who had had very little food and had been at his post for more than

twenty-four hours, I expressed sympathy with him but he rounded on me and

said ’Sir, we’ve been without fires for months and this is paradise*. It

looked more like hell to me, but there was room for two opinions,"

Commander Firebrace said that the N.F.S, was now far more efficient to

deal with enemy attack than in pre-nationalisation days.

"The names Exeter, Bath, Norwich, York are now inscribed on the colours

of the Service and I am proud to toll you that in these first fights it has

acquitted itself well" he said.

In the months to come we can by no means promise you immunity from fire

damage but there is one thing we will promise you - that with disregard for

personal safety and a contempt for danger the National Fire Service will do

its duty,"
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