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NOT TO BE PUBLISHED BEFORE THE BROADCAST AT 20.45 D.B.S.T. THIS EVENING

BROADCAST OF HER MAJESTY QUEEN WILHELMINA

TO DUTCH SUBJECTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD OVER

RADIO ORANGE

’’Compatriots,

Like yourselves, like our compatriots in the East and the West to whom

goes out the sympathy of the entire civilised world, I have been deeply shocked By

the news of the execution of 72 of our people. With you, I wish to pay homage to

their memory, to their courage, their loyalty to the Fatherland*

Holland will never forget the martyrs who fell for its liberation.

They will one and all, name for name, live on in our hearts.

In regard, to these 72 men, the hangmen openly confess their crime*

But it is, alas, known to many of us that many more are Being murdered in secret,

of whose passing we shall never learn, or only, perhaps, much later, ‘ Although we

do not know their number, we wish to include them also in our thoughts with respeot

and admiration*
”

(Here the Dutch National Anthem was played)

’’Compatriots,

I wish to make an urgent appeal to you. In order to make sure that no

careless word, spoken By you on Behalf of anyone whomsoever, may result in the

imprisonment or murder of any compatriot, I must request you in these sad days to

Be utterly silent on subjects which may Be of interest to the enemy, irrespective of

whom you arc speaking with.

Be careful, therefore, in telephone conversations; they are never

private. In writing your letters, remember that the enemy watches you to discover

any secrets* Remember that this applies also when you are in a vehicle of public

transport or any other public place.

In these, for you so sorrowful days, in which I wholeheartedly share

your sufferings, as I also share the sufferings of all in the East indies, upon whom

such unmentionable hardship has fallen, there will Be many of you who understand my

desire for seclusion and. silence on the anniversary of the treacherous attack on

the Netherlands. .
It is Because of this desire that I prefer not to address you

over the wireless on that day, But on a day shortly afterwards.

It is only a few more days Before the commemoration of May 10. I need

not toll you that my thoughts will Be with your own; in the past, that, past which

has struck so many heavy Blows to the Netherlands and the Netherlands East Indies,
But which has Been unable to Break their spirit and 'perseverance, their resolution

to Be free; in the present, which Bears witness, convincing to all, of that

resolution; in the future which, through Blood, said tears, will Bring us ever nearer

to the day when the great, united and, free Netherlands will Be reborn in four

continents.

Compatriots,

We shall not give up. We shall persevere, we shall triumph, Because

we struggle with a clean conscience against the powers of darkness for a just cause

and for justice itself.”
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