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CIVIL AVIATION IN THE UNITED KINGDOM IN WARTIME

The stirring deeds of the Royal Air Force at the present tine are

apt to crowd into the background the important work now being done by
civil air lines in this country.

An agreement providing for the operation of certain approved air

services with financial assistance from Air Votes, was concluded, with

effect from 27th June, 1940, between the Air Ministry and the "Associated

Airways” group of companies, which includes all the companies at present
concerned with such services in this country except Allied Airways

(Gandar Dower) Ltd. The operations of this group arc controlled by the

Associated Airways Joint Committee, on which each company of the "goup Is represented.

The chairman of the committee is Sir Harold Hartley, with Wing Commander

A.H. Measures as manager, Captain G.P. Olley as deputy manager, and

Mr. R.J. Ellery as Secretary.

The report of the first year of operations under the agreement shows

that the pilots employed by the A.A.J.C. flow 1,226,390.mi1e5, carried

46,695 passengers, 809,893 lbs. of mail and 227,352 lbs, of freight.

The most popular service for passengers was that to the Isle cf Man.

Other services under the management of the committee wore to Northern Ireland,
the- Hebrides, Eire, and the Scilly Isles. All carried .heavy traffic in

passengers and freight.

In spite of difficulties at the outset, due partly to operational
restrictions necessarily imposed and partly to the prevalence of air raid

warnings, a satisfactory position both as regards carryings and regularity
of operations was soon reached.

All the services shoved an increase in load percentages, cone carrying
in June, 1941 as much of four times the weight carried twelve months earlier,

.Although 100 per cent regularity has not achieved by all services, six were

operating with 100 per cent regularity by June 1941, one with 97 per cent

and one with % per cent.

»

The committee employ De Havilland aircraft and over 100 operating and

engineering personnel.

This report of the committees operations under wartime conditions shows

an encouraging position. When added, to it is the work also being done by

Allied Airways (Gander Dower) Ltd., It augurs well for the development

of civil aviation in this country after the war.


