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Statement "by the Indian High Coimissioner, Sir Azizul Huque, at a

press conference at the Ministry of Information to-day, Monday 4th May



I am deeply grateful to Mr. Brendan Bracken

for very kindly arranging this press conference and to

you, gentlemen, for taking the trouble to come here to

meet me. I value very greatly this opportunity of

meeting the representatives of the Press, because I

believe that by such informal talks as we may have this

morning, my country may be better known, and our problems
better understood here and abroad. But before we proceed

further, it will probably be helpful if I may make a

few preliminary observations.

May I tell you, gentlemen, that this is my

first visit to this country. In fact it is the first

time that I have been out of India* I cannot therefore

resist the temptation of giving you my first impression
of England* Prom the accounts of the bombing raids in

this country, one would naturally expect to find a

considerable amount of disorganisation in the life of

this country. To my surprise I find that everything has

been moving on in the normal way, and I have not yet
been able to find anything to indicate that the business

of the country has been visibly affected or the life of

the people has been perceptably disturbed* My first

reaction was that the damage caused by the bombing raids

was probably slight; but within the last few days, I

have found out that this was not the case; the visible

scars still indicate what a grim time the inhabitants

of London must have gone through during the critical

months of the Blitz* Even though I had therefore to

leave my country with all the feelings of the pangs of

separation within me, leaving my family and children

behind in India in circumstances too well known to you

all and to undertake a long journey necessarily fraught
with possible dangers and difficulties, I am happy to

state that I have come to a great country which has the

indomitable spirit in the millions of fighters and war

workers in various war activities and which has shown me

the lone Briton in whom the spirit of God dwells and soul

of Great Britain lives and who had carried on, under

nerve wrecking conditions this great struggle to save

the world, its heritage and its past and to secure its

future from the ruthless programme of the Axis ambitions*

When I arrived in this country, Sir Stafford

Cripps had just been back from India and I listened

with great interest to his statement in the House of

Commons and to the debates that followed in the Commons

and in the Lords* There is no doubt great disappointment

over the failure of his mission, but I am glad to find

that the disappointment has not led to any pessimism in

any circle* On the other hand, I have found all round

a genuine feeling that all efforts must be made to set

up India, as a free and self-governing Country, as freo

and as independent as any of the self-governing dominions

If the hoped for agreement has not come today, I have no

doubt about the great future for my country. Tomorrow

and if not tomorrow, the day after, we hope to be a self-

governing country and nothing can stand against the

fullest self-determination of the hopes and aspirations
of New India. Sir Stafford Cripps undertook one of the

greatest missions in human history, taking a message of



a free people to give the charter of liberty to the 390
millions of my countrymen; India has definitely known today

where she will stand in the future comity of nations-

If today it looks a failure, history has repeatedly shown

that sometimes failures of today succeed in the long run

much more than many immediate successes
- Has not history

repeatedly shown that battles have been lost but War has been

won -

But speaking of this great mission of the

Lord Privy Seal, I have noticed that there are one or two

people here and there who seem to still persist in their

attitude of keeping India as a subordinate branch of the

British administration. lam glad that they do not in any

way represent the British public opinion or reflect the

world opinion about India today. They were born in a century

long past today and their physical frames are only sorry

specimens of an almost extinct type* They tell you that

the people of India dread to be put into the hand of their

fellow countrymen or that Hindus and the Muslims will

perpetually quarrel over their birth-rights, so that India

must necessarily be governed by a third party. Let me

categorically state that no one need have any doubt today
that Indian opinion is absolutely unanimous for the fullest

right of self-determination for India. We claim our right
to guide our own affairs and to lead our destiny, and now

that India definitely knows the specific intentions of His

Majesty's Government, our domestic fueds will soon come to

an end and all parties will come to an agreement on all vital

issues confronting India today.

Sometimes I have a feeling within me that there

are still some who feel that the promise of Dominion status

with the fullest right of independence in our acts and policy is

a measure taking a leap in the dark. They do not know my

country; they have never cared to study the development of

India within the brief span of the last twenty years* Nor do

they realise the vast magnitude of my great country. India

holds within her borders nearly one-sixth of the total human

race. We are inheritors of great cultures with great traditions

and great past. In the stream of her life has come the great

migration of the Aryans who spread out thousands of years ago

from the land of Central Asia' to all parts of the world today.
The great civilisation, which came out of the desert bed of

Arabia to usher in the modern age in human history is today an

integral part of the Continent of India. Let those who magnify
the complexities of our racial or cultural problems not forget
that India is a country almost the size of Europe without Russia

Amidst the many hundreds of districts into which India is

divided into her administrative or local self-governing units?
there are not a few which has a population more than the

population of Switzerland, Denmark,Eire or Norway. The

population of my own province only a small part of India is more

than the population of Great Britain or Prance or Italy. Others

have a population more than Spain or Portugal. If Europe is

faced today with the settling of her problems through a gigantic
conflict amidst destruction and ruin of her past, why should

you feel so unnerved if we are required to solve our problems
before we enter our new life.



People outside India often fail to realise the rapid

progress of India within the last twenty'years. We

have in our province a most efficient and highly

developed system of village? Municipal and local self-

governing bodied to administer the civic needs of the

urban and the rural areas of ;the province. Nation

building activities have expanded beyond conception

under the control of the Indian ministers. The records

of the works under provincial automony will make my talk
much longer than what I can even briefly state in one

morning, Indian ministers have -governed proving es

with a record they can well be proud of. My own province,

Bengal? has been governed by an Indian Cabinet since the

last reforms They have taken up far-reaching schemes of

education? public-health? agriculture and irrigation.

Similar has been the case of the Punjab and also in

other provinces where Indian ministers functioned in

anyway and even for sometime, our administrative and

technical services have been considerably Indianised

and there are only a handful of Englishmen in services

today. I claim? we have the experience? we have the

ability to run our own country. I know the many

problems of my country more than many others, I know

our records and even our limitations. No one need

remind me of the communal problems in India and as a

Muslim? I know the difficulties and the sufferings of

my community and the reasons behind the Muslim stand

in India today. Yet with all these? if any one wishes

to impede the future freedom of my country? I shall only
ask him - where were you and what was your condition

when you got the freedom of your country or of your

people?

But let no one here or elsewhere that

the failure of the Cripps Mission means any slackening of

our war-efforts or any weakening of our war-attitude.

All parties in India, the Congress, the League and

others? have condemned Nazism and Fascism in



no uncertain terms. Indeed, even before the "Jar feelings were

hitter in India that India became the dumping ground of the

aggressive economic policies of the Axis Countries and was

tolerated without any effective steps. After the break-down of

the negotiations of Sirr Stafford Cripps, 'all parties including

Congress, have emphasised their determination to resist all Axis

aims in India. As for Japan, India was no doubt at one time

proud of her as a great Asiatic Power. At one time India looked

to Japan with great hopes. But we learned too soon that the

Imperial ambition of Japan is no respecter of Asia and her people.
The beginning came with Corea, and then followed China, the land

of ancient culture and a great civilisation. Towards India Japan

adopted a polio?/ of dumping cheap goods and of manipulating her

currency to suit her trade interests, hut inevitable crippling
Indian industry, for over a decade there has been a persistently

strong feeling in India that suitable steps should be taken to

prevent the influx of cheap Japanese goods into India, I do not

think anyone need have any fear that Indians will be taken in

by the Japanese claim to bring ,; co-prosperity
:: to Asia, India

knows that “co-prosperity must inevitably mean the subordination

of the economic policies of other Asiatic countries to the needs

of Japan,

5. No* gentlemen* we shall continue our war attitude

and we shall put in our best to accelerate our war efforts. We

are providing more troops than can be fully and adequately armed

today* and we have still a vast reserve power almost untapped.
Our men have joined all the fighting services; they have displayed
their valour* heroism and courage in many theatres of .war side

by side with their comrades-in-arms* and of whom any country can

well be proud of. Our seamen constitute a large proportion of

the British mercantile marine who have carried out their duties

amidst dangerous risks of the many battles in the ocean. Our

war production is on a scale which can only be realised by those

who fully know the vast magnitude’of the great efforts now down

in India. India is now one of the eight States of chief

industrial importance. Since the outbreak of the present war*

her industries are being further expanded to meet the requirements
of the fighting forces. India is now a leading partner in the

Eastern Group* the object of which is to make these countries

self-sufficient for the prosecution of the war. When the record

of her achievement in this direction is published* it will be

realised how great has been her industrial progress in the last

three years.

7. for the present all our energies must necessarily
be concentrated on the prosecution of the wap. There is no

hope for any country unless we all mobilise our resources and

our powers. But India can also make a most valuable contribution

towards the post-war reconstruction for which we must plan ahead

if we are not to lose the peace after winning the war. The

termination of hostilities will find a large section of the

people of the world living on the verge of starvation with her

industries ruined,in many places I have no doubt that India's

potential resources and ultimate production can be developed
and expanded, not only to meet the fullest needs of India herself

but also to provide a surplus for the relief of the stricken



stricken countries.

8. As a ■ representative of India in this country it

will he ray duty to promote good will between India and

England and her great allies. I realise that my

responsibilities will be great and heavy but I feel

convinced that I shall have the goodwill and co-operation
of all in my task. I am also anxious for greater

cultural relationship between India and other great

countries of the world. And here I am deeply concerned

with the welfare of the many hundreds of students who

come to this country for studies and researches.

Education has been the greatest interest in my life and

with my experience of three years as the Minister of

Education of my province and four years as the Vice-

Chancellor of the Calcutta University.

I am looking for ard to taking every possible step to

be of assistance to the Indian Students and I propose

as early as possible to establish personal contact with

them. I hope also to meet those countrymen of mine who

are in the fighting services in this country and above

all our Indian seamen who have no less brilliant record

of marine service.
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