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CANADA'S WAR EFFORT

Following is a copy of a broadcast to be delivered

by the Rt, Hon, Malcolm MacDonald, High Commissioner

for Canada, after the 9 p.m., news in the Home

Service, tonight:-

The British Dominions overseas have behaved with rare foresight and

wisdom -in the war. Almost all the other nations amongst the Allies began by

emulating the celebrated futile performances of the ostrich which buries its head

in sand so as to blind itself to approaching danger. Instead of averting the threat

of German, Italian or Japanese attack by timely and firm combined action, each one

of them in turn hoped until the last minute to escape war by resort to neutrality,
and it was only when their soil suffered actual physical assault by the enemy

that they entered the conflict.

But not so Canada, Australia, New Zealand and South Africa, when war

broke out in September, 1939? although they were all situated many thousands of

miles across the oceans from the scene of original aggression, they unhesitatingly
entered the struggle, Of course there were various reasons for this.

A strong attachment to Britain, and the recognition that their freedom

depended on Britain’s survival, was one of them. But the speeches delivered in the

Dominion Parliaments at the time also show that statesmen there, clearer-eyed than

some others, saw in successive Nazi attacks on small nations in Europe only a

prelude to an ultimate assault on the liberties of men allround the globe.

The war effort of the Dominions is remarkable. Let me tell you something
of the exertions of the one where my present duties lie - Canada, Remember that

it is the contribution of a young nation whose total population is less than 11 1/2
million people.

Canada’s war effort is a comprehensive one including many activities which

strike in the conflict at a number of vital points. First there is her contribution

to the strength of the United Nations in fighting men. Already in her Navy, Army

and Air Force there are many more men than there were at any period of the last war,

and their numbers are increasing every day.

The new Canadian Army received its baptism of fire when two of its famous

regiments fought heroically in the defence of Hong Kong, Their comrades elsewhere

count themselves unfortunate that they have not yet had an opportunity to meet the

enemy. It is not for any lack of zeal on their part. The vanguard of the main

Canadian overseas army arrived in Britain more than two years ago. Its troops are

magnificently trained; they are equipped as finely as any military force amongst

the allies; they are being constantly reinforced, until by the end of this year

they will compose a two Corps Army; and they await with perceptible but disciplined

impatience the day when they can be one of the powerful spearheads of an invasion

of the Continent.

The growth of the Canadian Navy is one of the minor wonders of the war.

At the outbreak of hostilities the fleet consisted of fifteen destroyers and smaller

ships manned by fewer than 2,000 sailors. But since then in Canadian shipyards

corvettes, mine-sweepers and other valuable naval vessels have been breeding like

rabbits.

The Royal Canadian Navy has now more than 300 ships in commission, and

some 30,000 officers and men. Day and night they are keeping watch and fighting

on the choppy, dangerous, crucial battlefield of the Atlantic, Many of these

men had never seen the sea before. They are volunteers from prairie* farms situated

often 2,000 miles from the Atlantic Ocean, 1,000 miles from the pacific and a 100

miles or more even from the nearest lake.

There are many famous songs about the old sea dogs of Devon, But they will

not compare in romance with the songs that will he sung about the old sea dogs of

Winnipeg and Regina, One of the finest stories of the war is that of the men of the

prairie who have gone down to the sea in ships to strike their blew for liberty.

But in these days the sea is not the only^element that bears a great host

of fresh warriors. Many young Canadians are hurtling through the skies on the same

mission. There are numerous Canadian Fighter, Bomber and Army o’o-operation

Squadrons operating from Britain, And in addition many individual Canadian pilots,
observers and air-runners are distributed through the units of the Royal Air Force,
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They are partners with their comrades from other parts of the Empire and

allied lands in the great sweeps and sorties over occupied Europe and Germany

which are now inflicting over more deeply upon our enemies the wound that perhaps
will be the mortal wound. There is a famous statue of the classic age of Greece

called the Winged Victory# These boys are the Winged Victory of the modern age.

That brings me to the next gigantic detail of Canada’s war effort. It

is an organisation situated in the Dominion which has become one of the most

potent weapons for defeating Hitler and his confederates, rt is the Empire Air

Training Scheme, There are very spacious lands in Canada, the climate is

excellent for flying at almost all moments of the year, and so far the skies there

are clear of enemy aircraft. In fact conditions are perfect for the uninterrupted

training of multitudes of air crews, And a number of Governments in the Empire

agreed at the beginning of the war to concentrate much of their air training there.

The Canadian Government assumed responsibility for providing the land,

building the hangars and barracks and runways of the training schools, and ad-

ministering the whole scheme. There the training schools are now, scores and

scores of them scattered all the way across the Dominion from the Atlantic to

the Pacific,

The earth and sky around each one of them is alive with a swarm of buzzing
aircraft. In them many thousands of young men from Canada and Australia, New

Zealand and Newfoundland, Britain, and the United States of America have grown and

stretched and exercised their wings until they were ready to fly across the Atlantic

and hop across the English Channel to hammer the Huns, So efficiently have the

Canadian authorities done their part that already the scheme has produced twice

the number of pilots, observers and air-gunners that was originally expected.

Let me mention another fruitful item in Canada’s exertions. It is the

contribution of her agriculture, Canada is the most important granary and larder

that the people of Britain have outside their own island, Canadian farmers,
partly by an immense increase in their production and partly by diverting their

exports from elsewhere, supply huge quantities of food which runs the gauntlet
of enemy submarines on the Atlantic and enters Britain to help sustain your

bodies and spirits through your trials here.

Canadian agriculture has delivered every detail of Lord Woolton’s vast

orders in the required quantities at the required times and in the required places.
Nor are the Canadians supplying only us with food. They are sending it also to

some of our hard-pressed friends. They have for some time past, for example,
been sending huge quantities of grain to our allies in Russia,

But the Dominion’s war production is not confined to such things as wheat

and bacon, eggs and cheese. Nor does it stop at large supplies of precious war

metals like nickel, zinc and aluminium, Canada has become a mighty producer of

many of the more potent tools of battle. Guns, shells, small arms ammunition,
radio-location sets, military vehicles, tanks, aeroplanes, ships and other weapons

are pouring from her factories and shipyards in a flood.

These things are not only equipping her own Army, Navy and Air Force, They

are also reinforcing the strength of her friends. Weapons made by Canadian work-

men now appear on every important fighting front, actual or potential, in the world.

They are in Britain and Libya, in China and Russia, in the Eastern Pacific and

the ‘Western Pacific, For example, tanks which I saw some months ago rolling off

the assembly lines in Montreal have long ago rolled into the battle lines of some

of the thickest fighting on the Russian fronts, Canada is indeed one of the most

important workshops in the arsenal of the democracies.

There is one more part of Canada*s war effort that I should like to mention.

It is the taxpayers contribution* In one respect I think the Canadian people are

behaving more generously than any other in this war. It happens like this. Ls

I have already indicated, the British Government in particular are securing
enormous supplies of war weapons and sinews from Canada,



But our Government cannot for any of these things* They have not got

the Canadian dollars with which to settle the bill* For sane time the Canadian

people lent us the money without charging ary interest* But recently they have

said, ”Do not bother at all about payment; as an additional contribution to the

efforts of the United Nations in general and of Britain, in particular, we will

give you all the supplies that you need from us".

The Canadian Parliament lias legislated to give Britain as an unconditional

gift war supplies up to a value of one billion Canadian dollars* That is the

equivalent of £225,000,000* And that munificent present should see us through

on all our supplies from the Dominion for many months to come.

That is a sketch of the main elements in Canada's war effort* Its features

are too little known* One of the martial exercises essential in modern war in

which the Canadians, like ourselves, have been insufficiently trained, id blowing
their own trumpet* They are more concerned to perform deeds than to make

speeches*

Perhaps the finest thing about their effort is the spirit in which it is

made* This was shewn when news cane to the Canadian people of the disaster
which had befallen their men in Hong Kong. Many still do not know what has

been the fate of their husbands and sons and brothers there. But no-one in

Canada has squealed; there have been no words of recrimination; whatever lessons

are to be learned from our defeats the Canadians want to see mastered, swiftly and

soberly for the sole purpose of the ever more powerful and successful prosecution

of war as it proceeds.

They are more concerned, to correct defects in their own efforts than to

criticise anybody else's. They know that we are all in this business together,
and that the first duty of every nation amongst us is to do its best. They are

proud of their own war effort, but they are never satisfied with it. It will

grow mightier and mightier until our joint endeavours gain a glorious victory.
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