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DAMAGE TO THE M.A.N. FACTORY AT AUGSBURG

HITS ON THE MAIN DIESEL-ENGINE ASSEMBLY SHOP

Photographic reconnaissance of the M.A.N. Diesel engine factory at

Augsburg has now shown that when the Lancasters made their great flight across

Southern Germany, on April 17, the crews did exactly what they had set out to do.

They had to attack, not merely a single factory, but a single building,
the main Diesel engine assembly shop, where Diesel engines for submarines are

put together and tested. This, quite apart from the dangers of the long flight
and the heavy barrage when over the target, was not going to be easy.

When the crews at the briefing were shown maps and plns of the factory

they saw a huddle of many buildings over a very large area, and they had to fix

in their minds the characteristics of the shop they were going to ahtack so

that they could distinguish it in a few seconds as they passed at full speed

through the barrage.

And this is precisely what they did, with astonishing coolness and

efficiency. They dropped their heavy bombs straight through the roof of the main

Diesel engine assembly shop, and the whole of that roof, as the photographs shew,
is wrecked by high explosive and fire.

The roof covers an area of 626 by 293 feet; the largest hole in it is

eighty feet across, and, quite apart from the holes, the main structure of the

roof is a wreck. There can be no doubt that, with such damage visible in the

aerial photograph, the interior of the building and its machinery have been most

severely damaged, if not entirely wrecked. Repairs to the roof had begun, but

had not got very far, when the photograph was taken.

Close beside the main Diesel assembly shop are -two crank grinding shops,
smaller buildings, but of great importance to the factory as a whole and in

the production of Diesel engines. One of these shops is entirely demolished, and

the other, together with some sheds‘beside it, has been badly knocked about.

Other buildings in the factory, including a shed 373 feet by 186 feet, the roof

of which is almost entirely destroyed, have also incurred severe damage.

It cannot as yet be known precisely how much and for how long the

production of Diesel engines will be affected by this attack on the key points

of the factory, an attack which is now proved to have been as accurate as it was

daring; but it is quite certain that many submarine hulls will for long be

standing useless on the slips at Hamburg and elsewhere.

NOTE; Photographs obtainable from B.I.P.P.A.


