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POLISH TROOPS FOR PERSIA

In connection with General Sikorski’s declaration in Ottawa concerning
the transportation of an array of 60,000 Poles from Soviet Russia to Persia,

we learn authoritatively:

In agreement with an order of General Sikorski as C.-in-C., a part of the

Polish Array in Russia has recently been concentrated near Krasnowodsk on the

Caspian Sea. These were the divisions which are now on their way to Persia.

Up to Krasnowodsk the technical side of the concentration of these Polish

troops was in the hands of the Soviet authorities in co-operation with the

Polish High Command. From Krasnowodsk on, the transportation to the Middle

East was entirely trusted to the staff of the Polish Army.

General Sikorski has put in command of that Polish Expeditionary Force,

temporarily composed of three divisions, General Boruta-Spiechowicz, one of

the most experienced and valiant officers of the Polish Army.

The Polish Expeditionary Force to the Middle East represents an important
contribution of Poland in the strengthening of the Allied front in that key

sector of the war.

It should be emphasised that these Polish units are composed of well

trained and experienced soldiers, who have already fought bravely in the

present war.

In the near future the polish Expeditionary Force will be strengthened

by the polish division which until now has been fighting in the Western

Desert, and whoso/war exploits have been written in golden letters in the anmls

of the defence of Tobruk and of the last Allied offensive in Africa.

When in November last he was in besieged Tobruk, General Sikorski then

gave orders to General Kopanski, the courageous Commander of the Polish

Carpathian Brigade, to join eventually the Polish Expeditionary Force in the

Middle East.

Thus the Polish Forces will represent an important military factor with

a powerful striking force. The Polish Army in the Middle East will possess

all modem military units. The U.S.A. and Great Britain are completing its

military equipment. The sending to the Middle East of a Polish Expeditionary

Force possessing its own air force and its own "panzer" units, represents one of

the final stages in the organisation of the gigantic, uninterrupted Allied

front from the White Sea to the Suez Canal.

The Russian High Command and Prime Minister Stalin have understood the

necessity of reinforcing in that way the front in the Middle East.

General Anders continues to be Commander of the Polish Army remining

in Soviet Russia.
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