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A SUB-POSTMASTER AND HIS CAT

An Incident of a Dover Raid

It happened some time ago, and so there is no harm in revealing now part of

the contents of a report to the G.P.O. by the Head Postmaster of Dover. The story
concerns a 65 years old sub-postmaster - he's nearer to the enemy than any other

sub-postmaster - and his companion, a beautiful Persian oat.

"One town sub-office was badly damaged when a block of flats close to it was

partly demolished by a shell", says the head postmaster.

”I visited the office a few hours later and was greeted by a voice from the

back premises ’Just a minute’. The sub-postmaster then emerged, dishevelled,
covered with lime, dust and cobwebs, but triumphant and happy with his cat, still

trembling, clinging round his neck; the poor thing had been buried under the debris

for some hours and he had had difficulty in extricating her.

"The sub-postmaster is over 65 years of
age. One could see plainly from the

pride he displayed when he recovered his cat, that he would not be likely to leave

his front line post until he and his companion were forced to do so.

"The room used as the Post Office was undamaged so we made a tour of the house

- accompanied by much purring. The rear of the house was demolished. Upstairs the

flight of a shell splinter could be traced through the outside wall of an adjoining

house, through the inner wall of the sub-office and through a wardrobe (without
disturbing it or the clothes)."

This sub-postmaster, Mr. P.G. Libby, has been warmly complimented by the

Postmaster General, Mr. W.S. Morrison, in a personal letter for his continuous

courage and determination to maintain the public service in difficult and dangerous
circumstances. - G.P.O. M.o.I. 1.

TRAINING- WTTHOUT TEARS

Map-reading exercises, based on a combination of treasure-hunt and crossword-

puzzle, is a bright idea introduced into mobile training by a subaltern in a Midland

Light A.A. Battery.

They were designed to give the extra incentive to the men which takes the

monotony out of training.

Personnel in charge of vehicles were directed from point to point along the

route by their knowledge of gunnery or general affairs.

Typical clues were "If a low-speed indicator is part of a predictor proceed to

such-and-such a post office, if part of a gun go to such and such a church." "If

So-and-so is Brigade Commander, map reference is so-and so, if not, map reference

is so-and-so,"

Cigarettes were offered as prizes to the winners, and a day’s hard work was

voted a good change by the men. War Office M.o.I. 2.

TRAINING OF A.T.S. CLERKS

To meet the growing need for trained clerks in the A.T.S., the War Office has

arranged for recruits selected for clerical duties to be given a six weeks’ training

in Army procedure and typing at various Technical Colleges up and down the country.

The recruits, most of whom have had no previous clerical experience, go direct to

these Technical Colleges after their month’s basic training at A.T.S. Training

Centres and instruction is given by civilian and military staffs.

Hitherto recruits for clerical duties have been posted directly after leaving

the Training Centres, and have been trained in their units.

A tribute to the quality of some of these recruits reached the A.T.S. Head-

quarters today from the principal of a Commercial Institute in London. This is what

it said:-

"Speaking with long experience as a Principal of one of the largest
Commercial Institutes in London, I can state with literal truth, that never

before have I had a group of students who worked harder, or whose standard

of conduct in the building was higher. I should like this tribute to reach

the appropriate command as the girls were a credit to the A.T.S."

War Office M.o.I. 3,
(Cont.)
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LIST OF GIFTS AND LOANS FROM THE DOMINIONS

AND COLONIES FOR THE WEEK ENDED FRIDAY,

APRIL 24, 1942.

SOUTH AFRICA

The following gifts have been received through the United Kingdom High

Commissioner in the Union of South Africa: £3O from Mr. T.A. Dookrall for

Queen Charlotte’s Maternity Hospital; £22.15.4. from the Roodepoort-Maraisburg

(Transvaal) "Speed-the-Planes" Fund towards aircraft construction; £4.0.0d. for

the Royal Navy and £l.ll.0d. for the widows and orphans of lifeboatmen received

through the Farmers’ Co-operative Wool and Produce Union Limited, East London;

£2.0.0d. from the Nourse Mines War Fund for the victims of bombed areas in Great

Britain; £75.0.0d. from the Empire Victory Social Club, Johannesburg, for orphans

in the bombed areas in Great Britain; £230 from the Umtata War Fund as a donation

from the "People of the Transkeian Territories" towards tho purchase of a Spitfire;

£7O from the East Geduld Charities and War Fund, of which £4O is for the Royal Navy

and £3O for tho British Merchant Navy; £4.5.0d. for the Venterspost War Fund for

dependants of the Royal Air Force; £12.5.0d. from Saldanha Lime Limited, C.P.,
for the Great Ormond Street Hospital for Sick Children; £2OO as an interest-free

loan to the United Kingdom Government from Mr. R. Johnson, Klipplaatdrift,
Ventersdorp, Transvaal, "a legacy which he feels belongs to England."

TANGANYIKA

An allocation of £350 has been made from the Tanganyika War Relief and Welfare

Fund to the Duke of Gloucester’s Red Cross Fund; of this sum, £3OO was given by the

Chiefs and peoples of North Mara, Musoma district, and £4O by women in Mwanza.

A sum of £l5O has been received as the seventh and last instalment of

Tanganyika’s contribution to the Red Cross Aid to Russia Fund.

NIGERIA

A further £5OO has been received by the Shipwrecked Fisherman and Mariners’

Royal Benevolent Society from the Central Committee of the Nigeria War Relief Fund.

BRITISH GUIANA

A further gift of £2,000 to the British Red Cross Society has been received

from the people of British Guiana.

Lord Cranborne, Secretary of State for the Colonies, has telegraphed the

following acknowledgment to the Governor: "This generous contribution by the

people of British Guiana to the Red Cross Society is warmly appreciated,"

A further sum of £2,500 has been received from the people of British Guiana

towards the purchase of bomber and fighter ’planes.

ADEN

An interest-free loan of £45,000 for the duration of tho war has been received

from Aden, and Lord Cranborne, Secretary of State for the Colonies, has telegraphed

to the Governor stating that His Majesty’s Government are "most grateful" for the

offer.

Dominions Office and Colonial Office Press Section. M.o.I. 4.
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