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NORTHERN FRANCE OFFENSIVE

Fighter Command continued its offensive against the Luftwaffe in

occupied France to-day. Following the dawn attacks on enemy aerodromes, a

formation of over one hundred Spitfires swept unchallenged over a large

area of Northern France this morning.

Later Hurricanes bombed an aerodrome near St. Omer and Bostons were

escorted to targets at Ostend and Lille.

In the Hurricane bombing sweep nine F.W.190s were destroyed, five

of these falling to the first American Eagle Squadron.

This squadron, which was covering the bombing attack, had an exciting
battle with 25 F.W.190s over the target.

A pilot of this squadron said "while the aerodrome was being

thoroughly bombed by the Hurricanes, ten F.W.190s attempted to dive on them.

Our squadron commander saw this and gave us the order to dive on them.

"He got between them and the Hurricanes and wore able to keep the Huns

away, but while we wore doing that about 15 more F.W.190s dived on us and there

was a tremendous 'free for all* fight.

"For about ton minutes the sky was full of aircraft.

"Our commander, Squadron Loader C.G. Peterson, D.F.C. was the first

to go into action. He fired a burst at one Hun and it half rolled and

went straight into the ground. He then saw five more below him. He

attacked one and that, too, crashed into the ground. Ho then wont on to

attack another and saw pieces falling off it.

"Meanwhile, two other pilots each shot down a F.W.190 and the Huns

hit the ground one after the other.

"On their way homo these two pilots saw a Spitfire being attacked

by a F.W.190. The F.W.190 was on the tail of the Spitfire so our boys

Jumped on his tail and shot him down into the sea. That made the fifth

victory.

"Another pilot blow the rudder off a Focke-Wulf which went down in

a vertical-dive from 15,000 foot but he could not follow it as he was

attacked again and had too much to do to see whether the Hun hit the

ground.

"Pieces flew off two Me.109s but we are only claiming them as

damaged. Altogether it was a very satisfactory party."

While this was going on two other squadrons in the same protective

wing were having fights of their own and destroyed three F.W.190s, The

ninth F.W. fell to a Czech pilot.


