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NIGHT AND DAY AIR FIGHTING

Spitfires of Fighter Command carried on their day-to-day
offensive this morning and afternoon without serious opposition from

the German fighters.

Squadron Leader "Paddy” Finucane, however, was able to lead

his squadron in an attack on four F.W.190s which were part of a

formation of twenty. He shot his victim down, thus bringing his

score of confirmed destroyed to 31. This is his sixth victim since

he came out of hospital in March, after being wounded during a sweep

the previous month.

Finucane's squadron was part of the Spitfire wing which took

Bostons to bomb the railway station at St. Omer. Our pilots saw

bombs drop on the station buildings and on a bridge.

Another Spitfire squadron in this operation saw 12 F.W.s

which made off when our pilots turned towards them, but one of them,
which ventured too near our aircraft, was shot down by a New

Zealand pilot.

An escorting wing, whose job is to protect the bombers and

not to go chasing enemy fighters, saw 12 German aircraft flying
into the sun, but these thought better of attacking, for, as the

wing report says:- "Any enemy aircraft diving out of the sun would

have had to run the gauntlet of two miles of Spitfires before reaching
the bombers.”

In this way the bombers had a clear run up to the target, and a

Wing Commander D.F.C. said, ”I watched the bombs go down right in

the target,” Another pilot said "I saw the first bombshit a big

building with a tall chimney, and a large part of the building blew

up. Columns of smoke curled into the air.”

Further tribute to the accuracy of the bombing was given by
another Spitfire pilot, who said, "I saw the rest of the bombs

falling on the west end of the station with terrific explosions, and

on the bridge over the river.”
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In the afternoon Spitfire wings again swept over Northern France in

brilliant sunshine, "just like a training flight”, as one pilot said, "We

met no opposition.”

Soon afterwards other fighter wings were taking bombers to attack

the marshalling yards at Hazebrouck, where again the bombs were seen to

hit the target. "Excellent bombing” was the general opinion.

"We were fairly high above the Bostons," said a pilot, "but the day
was so clear that we could see the bombs bursting in the yards and on

the station."

During this operation an Eagle pilot developed a Glycol leak over

Dunkirk, and his engine cut out. He glided successfully across the

Channel to a British aerodrome, where he made a perfect landing.

While these offensive operations are being carried out by hundreds

of Spitfires, the routine work of Fighter Command, goes on as usual, and

this morning two Spitfires on patrol attacked a "flak" ship said two

motor vessels entering Le Havre harbour. Cannon strikes were seen by
our pilots on the wheelhouse and superstructure of the "flak" ship, and

debris flew off in all directions. The gunfire from the "flak" ship was

silent before our pilots gave their attention to the motor boats, and the

gunner of one of these was seen to fall overboard.

Before the daylight raids began night fighters were defending Britain,
and a Beaufighter pilot described this afternoon how he shot down a raider

after an eight-minute chase over the West of England.

"I saw it against the starlight and went in to close range," he said.

"I then recognised it as a Ju.88, the pilot of which was obviously nervous,

for he was ’weaving '.
But my first burst got the mark all right, and the

raider took violent evasive action and dived away.

"I lost him, but only for a few seconds. Then I let him have it again

from close range, I was only 50 yards away when I gave him a final burst.

He caught fire at once."

Tho Ju.88 hit the ground in flames and exploded. Another raider which

fell to a night fighter crashed into the sea off the South Coast after a

seven-minute chase.

Havocs of Fighter Command were also over enemy aerodromes during the

night. They dropped high explosives and incendiaries on those aerodromes in

Northern France from which the German bombers raided this country. One crew

reported three fires which could be seen 25 miles away on the return journey.
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