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RAPID RESCUE

When on a Channel sweep recently a fighter pilot had to bale out

into the sea, but within 20 minutes of his drop into the ’drink' he was

on his way to shore - before the other members of his squadron had landed.

While still over the French coast the pilot, a Canadian Plight

Sergeant, knew that his Spitfire had been hit by an F.W. 190. His engine

began to vibrate badly, the controls were sluggish and his legs were

soaked in oil.

He was flying at 26,000 feet so, with his engine practically

shaking itself loose, he headed for home. losing height all the time.

At 4,000 feet and within sight of the English Coast his engine cut out

altogether.

That decided him. He jettisoned the hood, but when he tried to

climb out of the cockpit his helmet strap became entangled and was torn

away, scratching his face in the process.

Finally, he flung his limping aircraft into a half roll and so

was thrown clear. This was at 2,000 feet.

While parachuting down, he inflated his :Mae West" jacket but

did not press the quick release of his parachute as he hit the water and

thus was dragged down. When he got the parachute free, he found that his

inflatable dinghy had been tom loose and was floating some distance away.

He swam towards it, got it inflated and climbed aboard.

Meanwhile, on the crest of a wave close by, was a fast rescue

launch which had seen him coming down. His parachute, still billowing
in the wind, marked his location, and after he was safely in the dinghy
ho stood up and waved to the launch until he was certain he was spotted.

So rapid was the service that his Squadron Headquarters received

the report of him being picked up before they knew he had been shot down -

before even the rest of the squadron had landed.


