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DEVASTATION IN LUBECK

No city in Britain has suffered so much in a single attack as Lubeck did

on the night of March 28. The Germans gave us the word "blitz", they taught

it to the Poles at Warsaw, to the Dutch in Rotterdam, to the Yugo-Slavs at

Belgrade, raid to several cities inthis country. Now at Lubeck they have

learned the English translation.

Lubeck lies up-river from the Baltic coast and is one of the main ports

for seaborne traffic between Germany and Scandinavia. It is one of the

principal ports for embarkation for troops and war suppilies toGermany's northern

front in Russia. Naval stores - equipment and fuel oil - and submarine building

yards are there and it is there that submarine crows are trained.

The old, or inner, town of Lubeck is on an island of 570 acres (about a

square mile) and it is here that the principal damage is concentrated, although

there is also severe damage in several suburbs. This inner town had a

population of 35,000. It was packed, with what were mainly three to five storey

houses, shops and public buildings.

From the latest R.A.F. photographs taken of Lubeck, it is now estimated

that forty percent of this inner town - about 200 acres - has been devastated,
and that about 1 ,500 houses in this are a have been destroyed. The main area of

devastation is over three quarters of a mile long, and varies in width between

200 and 600 yards. This might be compared with the area in London which lies

between Seymour Street and Wigmore Street to the North and Oxford Street to the

south, and stretching from Marble Arch in the west as far as Oxford Circus to

the east.

Destruction in the devastated area of the inner town has been largely

caused by fire. The whole area is so severely gutted that it is almost

impossible to distinguish the damage caused by blast from H.E. bombs.

Row after row of buildings have been left with only their walls standing.

They line whole streets like open boxes to the sky. Though the photographs were

taken a fortnight after the attack, some of the streets are still choked with

debris and are impassable.

The port facilities have also suffered with damage to warehouses on the

quays and buildings fronting the basins. One warehouse was completely burnt out.

The Town Hall, the Central Electric Station, the Market Hall and the

Reichsbank are all gutted.

Another 500 houses were destroyed in the suburbs of Lubeck, including
blocks of flats or tenement buildings - seven or eight such blocks were smashed

by a single heavy bomb in one district.
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The photographic interpreters have now compiled a long list of

buildings which were damaged or destroyed.

Among themare:

Tram depot in the St. Lorenz Sud district (badly damaged)

Railway repair shops (sheds burnt out)

Main railway station (partially destroyed by fire)

Large warehouses in the port (destroyed by fire)

Gasworks (damaged by fire)

Dragerwerk factory making service respirators and oxygen apparatus
for submarines and aircraft (very seriously damaged, a large number of

sheds and buildings in the factory have been gutted and one or two damaged
by high explosives)

Ewers und Miesmer Hartgusswerk (the greater part of this foundry has

been destroyed by fire)

Jager Lubecker Apparate und Motorenbau - factory making engines and

ancilliary equipment (damaged by fire)

Fr. Ewers canning and preserving factory (entirely gutted)

Ernst Hohmann iron construction works (greater part of factory destroyed

or damaged by fire)

Blunk und Oltmann, producers of tar products and roof material (damaged
by fire)

Carl Thiele und Sohne, enamel factory (several buildings destroyed by

fire and blast)

The population of Lubeck is about 150,000, many of whom get their

livelihood from the docks and the many industrial concerns. Thousands of

them have now been made homeless and in many instances their means of

livelihood taken from them. For example goods which normally

passed through Lubeck will have to be handledelsewhere

The Germans themselves have admitted that it will take years to re-build

Lubeck and get the city going again. The attack of March 28 was, as one

pilot has said, "a very nasty dose of medicine for the enemy. There is

plenty more to come from the same bottle."

NOTE:

Photographs Nos:C 2387-C2390

showing damage in Lubeck are

obtainable from P.N.A.


	txu-oclc-35776857-1942-04-24-015-016�܆Ԇ܆㜓ȇ☁☧☧㜧耾礖⸗唁ꐈ笻Ἠ紡⤖倈ﰅĮ蔯澰荸✡鱿畻袩䬶箋ቃᢆ၏礫ญ썢٥܅现⹃䀦㴳ğԱ睯⬽儢㼯ԝ̬胹沵뮏ǌ榟▆肟↩ح㉉嚯핇ď︫鵹䜚ඇ娐എ☧㐵ܢ�瘀刀�䘇眇ᜀ─㌀㼀�㜁☇☧☧㜇☇☧☧ሃᘗᘗܗ✤✦✦㘁㘷㘷܂܆܆℁ℵ㌑ℑℕ⌑⌆渽㌫礚⸘刂ꘈ笼‧紡⤗儇㨅频攡﹚痱㼜؇篻㞖㙔‚䁿㱐⎁Ɇﷅɠ薠ꠂ壽ޅ甂⠹䠰㴴Ġ睮⨾儢㼯ԝ̬釽뗾▪
	Chapter�넁/㲲܄˭㊱�눃Ȃ±̀⼼눅Ђ눇ﰼ눁Ȃ㌑ℑ┡ᄡ䐂騂⋽�嗺ꭄ


