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FREE FRENCH AND M. LAVAL

With regard to M. Laval's speech of April 20, the French

National Commissioner for Foreign Affairs has issued the following statement:

There is nothing surprising in the announcement just made by Laval. He

has decided to sell his country to Germany and, from now on, he is openly

continuing the systematic destruction of France's spiritual forces by seeking
to present his treasonable policy in the light of a common-sense solution.

But he will be hard put to it to convince the people. Every sentence of his

speech contains a lie, and there is not a single Frenchman who does not

realise this or feel it instinctively.

During the Riom trials, the Germans failed to extort a confession of

France’s war-guilt, but Laval has inaugurated his declaration of policy by

just such an admission. Referring to France, he has the effrontery to declare:

"There was still one last criminal act to be committed, and that was to

declare war". If it were not already only too well known, the vile mentality
of a man who officially includes treason in his programme would be obvious from

this base accusation which is, at the same time, a challenge to history and a

denial of the true facts which are still present in all our memories. The

annals of humanity can show no precedent for the head of a government who tries

lightheartedly to implicate his own people in such a frightful responsibility.

At the very moment when a new group of hostages falls victim to the

bullets of the German murderers, while hundreds of thousands of prisoners are

being systematically starved and France is being deprived of her manpower and

her natural resources, Laval has the audacity to say that he has "met a

conqueror who was prepared not to abuse his victory" and who "never thought of

humiliating France". Laval is certainly the only Frenchman who has forgotten
the sinister ceremony in Compiègne and the shameful clauses of the armistice.

Laval speaks of liberty to the peasants and of social justice to the

workers. In actual fact, he means to have recourse to Fascist and Nazi

methods in order to impose a regime of unscrupulous exploitation of labour,

aggravated by terrorist police measures.

During his whole career, Laval has never shown any interest in the Empire.

To-day he speaks of the French colonies with sham emotion, in order to

threaten French patriots who, at the side of their Allies, are continuing the

struggle for the liberation of their Country.

All Frenchmen worthy of the name deeply resent the insults and lies

aimed at Great Britain, who is fighting for the freedom of Prance and Europe.

They are indignant at the torrent of abuse against Soviet Russia, whose

people and armies, by their heroism and valour, have for months been the

admiration of the free peoples and the hope of the oppressed nations.

Only one sentence of Laval’s speech bears the stamp of sincerity:

"Nobody can fail to realise the significance of my return to power". And,

indeed, there can no longer be any illusion as to the ultimate and immediate

aims of the pool icy that will be followed by Gauleiter Laval.

His ultimate aim is the integration of France in a Germanised Europe

or, in other words, the final enslavement of the French nation to the

so-called master race.

His immediate aim is to obtain the maximum contribution from the

French nation to the German victory which is indispensable for the establish-

ment of the New Order and, if possible, to drag France into the war.

The threats against the French territories which are continuing the struggle
are characteristic in this respect. Under the pretext of building up the unity
of the French Empire, Laval is trying in an underhand manner to involve

France in a sacrilegious war against herself.

But Hitler and Laval have still to reckon with the French people.
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