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BROTHERS IN ARMS

A battery of Canadian anti-aircraft gunners, now guarding vital points

near London, claims to have more brothers in its ranks than any other unit

of its size in A.A. Command.

When the battery was first mobilised in the little towns of Belleville,

Napance and Cobourg, on the shores of Lake Ontario, twenty-two different

sets of brothers answered their names at roll call.

Since then, there have been changes and postings - but there are still

thirteen sets of brothers left to baffle the orderly sergeant when he is

looking for a fatigue party.

Thirty Lien share thirteen names - and a sense of humour that means

headaches for the N.C.O. without a memory for initials.

Heading the list me the Pearse brothers - Sergeant Prank, Lance-

Bombardier Harold, Gunners Frod and Lyle - the battery’s "quads."

They would have been "quins," but brother Gordon was rejected by the Amy
because of an old arm injury.

He has since succeeded in joining the Royal Canadian Air Force.

Two other Pearse brothers, William and George, are looking after things
at home until the boys get back.

Then come the battery's "triplets" - three sets of them - the

Keenan, Burge and Erskine brothers. One of the Keenan brothers is the

Battery-Sergeant-Major. The two others are gunners, one of whom, has been

left behind in Canada.

The battery has nine sets of "twins", who include the officer-command-

ing, twenty-seven years old Major Gilbert Howitt, and his brother Sergeant

Bill Howitt.

More than half the men in the battery and most of the brothers come

from the town of Cobourg.

They even brought the Mayor, Mr. J.B. Ewart, along. He exchanged civic

problems for those of the commissariat and became Quartermaster Sergeant

Ewart.

"I’m ex-mayor now," explains Q.M.S. Ewart. "My military duties

prevented, me from standing for re-election.

"The follows in our battery are more than just comrades-in-arms.

They've known each other since childhood."
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