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CANADA' S SEA COMMANDOS

INTENSIVE TRAINING IN BRITAIN

A special force of intensively trained seamen manning specially
constructed boats is being set up by the Dominion of Canada in co-

operation with the British Admiralty. This was revealed in a speech

today by Captain Agnew, Officer Commanding Canadian Naval Establishments

in the United Kingdom: Captain Agnew was representing the High
Commissioner for Canada in presenting to the burgh of Greenock a mobile

kitchen, the gift of Colonel S.C. Gland, through the Atlantic War Fund

Club, Halifax, Nova Scotia.

He said: "This kitchen comes as a token of the bonds which bind

together all British people in a common cause. Wherever the Canadian

kitchens go we Canadians would like them to symbolize the devotion of

our countries, and indeed of the whole British Empire, to a common

inheritance of great traditions of liberty and our unity in a fight
for the survival of freedom.

"Canada is not content merely to send kitchens, she has sent her

sons, dedicating also to the cause her illimitable resources. It is

the general desire in Canada to take an ever increasing share in this

great conflict. Despite all that the enemy has done and has tried to

do to cut the life-line which joins Britain and North America, goods
which reached this country from Canada in 1941 were twice what they were

in commodities - food and the munitions of war.

"The Royal Canadian Navy has added another form of activity to

the many ways in which it is co-operating with the Royal Navy in the

prosecution of the war. Units of the Royal Canadian Navy composed of

Lieutenants, Sub Lieutenants, Stokers and Seamen are now being given

intensive training at Royal Navy Training establishments in Combined

Operations, that is, operations carried out jointly by the Navy, Army

and Air Force. The personnel of the units have been specially selected

from a list of volunteers for this service on the basis of their trade

and service qualifications. Additional units will arrive from Canada

to take the place of those who have completed their training and have

joined the Active Combined Operations Command of the Royal Navy."

Captain Agnew’s revelation gives point to a recent reference by

Mr, Malcolm MacDonald, United Kingdom High Commissioner in Canada, who

is now on a visit to this country, that Canada would be part of the spear-

head of attack when the time came.

It is not yet decied how far these Canadian units will co-operate
with the Canadian Army, and whether or not they will be used exclusively

for the transport of Canadian troops. At the moment, although continuing

to be part of the Canadian Navy, the men and their ships will be merged

in the general forces of the British Navy.
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