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Text of Broadcast in 1 o'clock Home News on

Rationing of Rubber by Sir George Beharrell.

This morning’s news has told you that tyres for cars and lorries are to be

rationed. Rubber is a basic raw material of war, and we have lost nearly all our

sources of supply of rubber. So the rationing will be stiff. There will not

be enough tyres to go round, and only owners of cars and commercial vehicles

whose work is of national importance will get new ones. Therefore, we must all

make the tyres we have now last as long as possible. Here are some tips on hew

best to do it.

Four things more than any other tend to shorten the life of a tyre: speed;
excessive braking and acceleration; neglect of tyre pressure; overloading.

Take them one by one.

Speed. Helps to wear out a tyre. It is a proved fact that a tyre wears out

twice as quickly when the vehicle is run at 50 miles per
hour as when it is run at

30 miles per hour. Therefore, DRIVE SLOWLY.

Excessive Braking and Acceleration, which are inseparable from high speeds,

grind away the tread rubber and do much to shorten the life of a tyre. Therefore,
drive carefully.

Neglect of Tyre pressure is a common, but all the same a very serious fault.

Remember a tyre is really a column of air supporting the car. The manufacturers

supply the cover, the tube and the necessary valve; but the motorist must look

after the air in the tyre, which really carries the load. Under-inflation quickly
ruins the tyre; and if you limit your speeds strictly you will find that you may

safely inflate your tyres 15 per cent. above the pressure normally recommended. At

reduced and moderate speeds there will be little or no discomfort in running, and

there will be a definite increase in the life of the tyre. Therefore, watch your

tyre pressures.

Overloading makes tyres wear out more quickly than they should. In these days of

great need for road transport, it may be hard to resist the temptation to overload

the vehicle, especially when there is still space available. But overloading is

exceedingly harmful, not only to the tyres, but to the vehicle itself. Unfortunately,

unlike a ship, a lorry has no Plimsoll line for all to see. Therefore, think

carefully before you pile on that extra crate.

There are further tips whioh I should like to give you. Don’t crush the tyres

against kerbs, or bounce over pot holes and hump-back bridges. Be careful not to run

on a punctured tyre. Although it may be annoying at the time, stop and change your

wheel before the tyre is damaged irreparably, no matter how hard it may be raining.
Take care that your tyres don’t come in contact with oil or grease. See that your

wheels have a correct alignment.

If you do all these things we shall save certainly not less than 6,000 tons of

rubber a year - enough to make well over a million new tyres for cars.

There is another point. If they are carefully used, tyres which seem worn out

can be remoulded and retreaded. This is much better than using them as scrap,

though even then if they are collected they will still give much rubber for

reclaiming and mixing with fresh rubber to make new tyres.

The fighting services have already recognised the importance of what I have said.

Their need for tyres is great; and on active service their tyres must bear much

harder usage than those on civilian vehicles. Nevertheless, instructions have

already been given most urgently that the consumption of tyres must be reduced. The

measures taken have been drastic and the economies effected will be really consider-

able.

Now one last point. When you apply for a new tyre, you may not get one. This

may be because your work is not sufficiently important to entitle you to one. It may

be because, even though your application can be accepted, a new tyre is not

immediately available in exchange for your old one. The tyre manufacturer is strictly

rationed in the rubber he can use and the Services must come first. You may not get

a tyre of the make you ask for; and it may not even be new, but a remoulded

reconditioned tyre, though it will always be a tyre fit for good service. So, if

you’re disappointed, or have to wait, don’t blame the tyre-distributor, or the

manufacturer or the Government. Remember the rubber position is critical; there is

not enough to go round; and we must save rubber.
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