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DARING DASH FROM SWEDEN

EDINBURGH ENTERTAINS NORWEGIANS

The Captains, officers, and crews of Norwegian ships which recently made a

dramatic dash for freedom across the North Sea from Sweden to this country were

entertained last night at a reception given in their honour by the town council

of Edinburgh.

Tributes to the bravery of the men in risking danger from mines, pursuit

ships, attacking aircraft, and submarines were paid by Lord Provost William Y.

Darling, Mr. Noel Baker, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of War

Transport, and Mr. Hysing Olsen, Director of the Norwegian Shipping and Trade

Mission.

The Norwegians were given a vivid impression of traditional Scottish

hospitality. They were received by the Provost and Councillors in their ermine

and scarlet robes in the old Council Chamber through whose mullioned windows

streamed the evening sunlight. In the dining hall were wall pictures portraying

outstanding events in Scottish history. During the dinner Haggis, the traditional

Scottish dish, was served with customary ceremony bag-pipes, whisky, and the

Gaelic toast. Translated by the Lord Provost, this read "Good health to the

King, to the company assembled here, and to the brave lads from Norway o’er the

foam. Soon may they return to their homeland".

Lord Provost Darling recalled the strong ties which existed between Scotland

and Norway not only between the peoples but between the Royal. Families of both

countries. Queen Maud of Norway, one of Britain's most popular princesses, was

beloved by all Norwegians.

Norway was one of the countries of Europe, he added, which believed it would

be possible to set up a nobler way of life. If events had proved Norway too

optimistic, that was not to Norway’s discredit. The Lord provost complimented
his guests on the success of their dash for freedom. They showed, he said,
skill and daring worthy of the Vikings of old. The fog of war could not cloud

the heroism of their exploit.

Mr. Hysing Olsen said that since the time of the Vikings, the Norwegians

had always been a sea-faring nation. They were a very small country of between

2 1/2 and 3 million people, yet at the outbreak of war their merchant fleet tonnage

was 4,850,000 gross. Of this total, 69.3 per cent were motor ships and 49.7 per

cent tankers. Referring to the oil carrying ships, he said that in a certain

three months last year, Norwegian ships carried to this country half a million

tons of different kinds of oil a month. Other oil cargoes were carried to war

zones throughout the world. That suggested the magnificent carrying capacity

of their fleet.

Mr. Hysing Olsen recalled that he had been in London since before the out-

break of war as an observer. When Norway was invaded in spite of orders

made up by the Germans as coming from Norwegian owners not one single

Norwegian ship had failed to follow the instructions that were issued from

London. (Applause) As a result his organisation was the largest privately-

owned merchant fleet in the world. Since then it had been trading 100 per cent

for the Allied interest.

Referring to the spirit of resistance in Norway, Mr. Hysing Olsen said

that these men had come to this country to work for the war effort and until

the day that they could return to their own country to release it from the

Nazi plunder and to avenge the wrongs done. (Applause).

"We must have an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tooth" (Cheers)
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Mr. Noel Baker proposed the toast, of the "Norwegian Merchant Fleet".
He recalled how he had worked for Nansen for ten years and said that Nansen's

was an example of the courage Norwegian people had shown in the last two years.

Every day they were hearing new stories of secret organisations, of how people
wwre escaping, daring the perils of the North Sea, and of deeds of heroism

inside and outside Norway by Norwegians of
every rank.

History would record, he was convinced, the immense importance of the

campaign in Norway. He was certain that the campaign cost Germany far more

than we had ever known. A great blow was struck against the shock troops by

which Hitler hoped to overcome this country.

"Norway still fights on" Mr. Noel Baker continued. Hitler had to keep
in Norway an army of occupation of quarter of a million men which he would like

to send to Russia. There wan the Norwegian Navy with its 60 units, the

Norwegian Air Force, and the Norwegian Amy. Above ail there was the Norwegian
Merchant Fleet.

The Prime Minister had said the other day that the limiting factor for the

Allies was not man-power or armies but ships. They had today with their Allies

in Russia and the United States more guns, tanks, end aircraft than the Axis but

they could not get then to the fronts where they were required because they had

not got the ships. On every front, sea transport was the key to victory,

Norway had an immense merchant fleet. Her tankers were bringing an enormous

quantity of oil to Britain. What did that oil mean to us?

"Norwegian tankers are to the Battle of the Atlantic what the Spitfires

were in the Battle of Britain in 1940" declared Mr. Noel Baker.

For two years Norwegian seamen had fought on every ocean and on every sea.

When they spoke about the A.B.D.A. front, Norway was there. When a convoy had

recently arrived at Malta, Norway was there. Everywhere the Merchant Seamen

had shown time Norwegian courage. Now they had this epic story. The men of

these ships had to face appalling risks. The weather failed them. They came

right through waters controlled by the Nazis. They could measure the risks by

the casualties sustained.

"When we win the war it will be thanks to our seamen" concluded Mr. Noel

Baker. "I hope that after the war we will see a great fraternity of the sea

and work together to build up the prosperity and happiness of mankind."

In a postscript in Norwegian addressed to the Norwegian sailors, Mr. Noel

Baker said - "You have come through a dangerous adventures. You have brought an

invaluable cargo for the war effort. After not too many other voyages you will

sail bank in triumph to Bergen or Oslo and everywhere in Norway you will,

together with your families and friends, celebrate the re-birth of Norway's free-

dom for which you have been fighting with such magnificent courage."

The Captain, of one of the ships, replied on behalf of the Norwegian Merchant

Navy.

The Lord Provost was thanked by the Norwegian Consul in Scotland.

The evening concluded with the singing of the national anthems of Great

Britain and Norway, and "Auld Lang Syne".

MINISTRY OF INFORMATION
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