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THIS EMBARGO SHOULD BE RESPECTED OVERSEAS BY PREFACING ANY

MESSAGES FILED WITH THE EMBARGO,

THE MOST EXCELLENT ORDER OP THE BRITISH EMPIRE

To be Additional Members of the Military
Division of the said Most Excellent Order :-

Captain (temp,Major) Richard CUNLIFFE (53234),
Royal Regiment of Artillery,

Place of birth: Timperley, Cheshire,

Home town : Halebarns, Cheshire

No. 1068484 Warrant Officer Class II (Battery Sergeant-Major)
Harry LEWIS,

Royal Regiment of Artillery.
Place of birth : Hanley, Staffs.

Home town : Kingstanding, Birmingham.

On the 11th December, 1941 two gun detachments of a battery
were proceeding across a loch whilst undergoing, training in a

motor landing craft. At the time a heavy swell was running and

the water was extremely cold.

The landing craft shipped a heavy sea andtook a steep list

to starboard; this caused two men, a Sergeant and a Seaman, to

fall overboard. Both men were fully clad and indifferent swimmers

and as they were observed to be in difficulty a lifebelt was thrown

to them.

In order to ensure the safety of his craft the Coxswain

gave orders for her to he beached, thus leaving the two men who

had fallen overboard in the water. Major Cunliffe immediately

gave instructions to ensure the safety of the remainder of his

party, and then dived into the water. Battery Sergeant-Major
Lewis also dived into the water and, after swimming some distance

he and Major Cunliffe were able to keep the Sergeant afloat until

the landing craft returned. After the Sergeant had been hauled

aboard Major Cunliffe and Battery Sergeant-Major Lewis continued

to swim around for some time in search of the Seaman but he had

disappeared and the search for him had to be abandoned.

The coolness and disregard for personal safety shown by

Major Cunliffe and Battery Sergeant-Major Lewis were directly

responsible for saving the Sergeant's life,
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Lieutenant (temp. Captain), Geoffrey Theodore GARRATT (135713)
Pioneer Corps

Place of birth; Little Tees, Oxon.

Home town: Teignmouth, Devon

On the 5th November, an officer of the Pioneer Corps

was accidentally killed while searching for unmarked mines in

a minefield. With complete disregard of personal danger,

Captain Garratt entered the minefield, which was covered with

long grass and extremely dangerous, and brought out the

officer's body.

Second-Lieutenant William Benjamin George EDWARDS,
Home Guard,

place of birth; Brentford, Midd’x

Home town; East Grinstead, Sussex.

Second-Lieutenant Edwards displayed great gallantry during

bombing practice at East Grinstead on the 4th October, 1941.

He was supervising the practice when a Volunteer misthrew

a bomb which lodged between the parapet and an officer’s

back. The Officer moved and the bomb fell into the trench,

Second-Lieutenant Edwards seized the bomb and threw it out of

the trench. It the same time he saw that the Volunteer had

jumped out of his trench and was proceeding in the direction

of the bomb, Second-Lieutenant Edwards ran after the Volunteer,

seized him and dragged him into the trench. The bomb exploded
a fraction of a second later.

THE BRITISH EMPIRE MEDAL (MILITARY DIVISION)

No, 6460342 Fusilier Patrick COLLINS,
The Royal Fusiliers (City of

London Regiment).
Place of birth; Cork, Fire,

Home town: Gurranerraher, Cork City, Eire.

On the 17th December, 1941, a collision between a motor

landing craft and a lifeboat appeared imminent. Two men fell

overboard fully equipped. Difficulty was experienced in finding
these two men owing to the darkness; one of them swam to the

lifeboat and Fusilier Collins pulled him on board. A lifebelt

was thrown to the other man who was seen to be in difficulty.
This man, however, lost his grip of the lifebelt. On seeing this

Fusilier Collins slipped off his equipment and dived into the

water to rescue him. After swimming about forty yards Fusilier

Collins managed to reach the man, who was by then nearly exhausted;
in fact as Fusilier Collins reached him he went under the water,
but on his re-appearance Fusilier Collins gripped the man’s gas

cape : and swam with him to a boat about seventyfive yards; away,
almost on to the shore,

Fusilier Collins’ prompt, and gallant action saved the man’s

life.
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