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LORD LOUIS MOUNTBATTEN, CHIEF OP COMBINED OPERATIONS

The following details are issued for the guidance of

the Press, in view of the official announcement of his

appointment as Chief of Combined Operations,

Although no public announcement was made at the time, Lord

Louis Mountbatten was appointed Adviser on Combined Operations, in

the rank of Commodore 1st. Class, with effect from 19th October,
1 941,

He wa s then in command of the aircraft carrier, H.M.S,

Illustrious, which was undergoing repairs in the United States, and

when the appointment was made he was visiting the American Fleet

at Pearl Harbour, Honolulu. He at once returned to London by air,
and took up his new duties on 27 th October, 1941.

With effect from 9th December, 1941, his title was amended

so that he functioned both as Adviser on Combined Operations, when

acting in an advisory capacity, and as Commodore, Combined Operations,
when acting in an executive capacity.

On 18th March, 1942 his title became Chief of Combined

Operations and he was given the Acting rank of Vice-Admiral, and

the Honorary ranks of Lieutenant-General and Air Marshal while holding
his present appointment.

Lord Louis was born at Windsor on 25th June, 1900, and was

the second son of the late Admiral o f the Fleet, the Marquess of

Milford Haven, who was First Sea Lord during the early months of

the last war.

He has had a long and adventurous Service career. He entered

the Royal Navy, at the age of 12 3/4 years, as a naval cadet in 1913 and

went to sea as a midshipman in 1916, During the. last war he served

in Lord Beatty’s flagships, H.M.S. Lion and H.M.S. Queen Elizabeth.

He also served in H.M. Submarine K6 and was First Lieutenant of

H.M.S. P3l.

In 1920 he served as Flag Lieutenant on board H.M.S. Renown

when she took the Prince of Wales on his tour to Australia and

New Zealand, and he was also in the Renown when the Prince of Wales

made his tour in the ship to India, Japan and the Far East in 1921,
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In 1922 he married Edwina Ashley, eldest daughter of the late Lord

Mount Temple.

He specialised as a naval signal officer at the Signal School, Portsmouth,

in and in 1925 took an advanced course in wireless at the Royal Naval

College, Greenwich, becoming one of the foremost British experts on naval wireless.

Subsequent appointments included Signal and Wireless Officer, Reserve Fleet,

1926; Assistant Fleet Wireless Officer, Mediterranean Fleet, 1927-28;
2nd. Destroyer Flotilla Signal and Wireless Officer, 1928-29.

He was in charge of wireless instruction at the Signal School, Portsmouth,

1929-31, and was Fleet Wireless Officer, Mediterranean Fleet, 1931-33, and he

has done much to build up the present wireless communication system of the

Royal Navy.

In 1 934 he commanded H. M.S. Daring, and in 1935 H. M.S. Wishart, and in the

following year he was appointed to the Naval Air Division of the Admiralty. He

was Personal Naval A.D.C. to King Edward VIII, and is personal Naval A.D.C.

to King George VI.

When the present war broke cut he was in command of H.M.S. Kelly, and of

the 5th, Destroyer Flotilla. He was in the Kelly when she was damaged by a German

mine towards the end of 1 939, and when she was torpedoed in the North Sea on

9th May, 1940. On both occasions he brought her home to port, and while she was

under repair after the torpedo attack he transferred to various ships of his

Flotilla.

He was on board H.M.S. Javelin when his Flotilla engaged German destroyers
in a night action in the English Channel on 29th November, 1940. The Javelin

was torpedoed during the action but was able to return to port.

Returning to H.M.S. Kelly, Lord Louis took his Flotilla to the Mediterranean.

His own ship was attacked by dive bombers ,and sunk during the Battle of Crete

on 23rd May, 1941, but he was picked up by another destroyer of his Flotilla.

Later ho was given command of H.M.S. Illustrious and joined the aircraft

carrier while she was being repaired in a United States dock.

Since December 1 941 the following Combined Operations Nave been carried out

Vaagso, Bruneval and St. Nazaire.
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