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CAMERA GIVES THE LIE TO HITLER

GERMAN PROPAGANDA v. BRITISHFACTS

Chief object of the recent raid on St. Nazaire was the rankling of the outer

lock gates with the destroyer Campbeltown, which, heavily charged with tons of

high explosive, was later to he blown up.

This would render useless the only dock on the Atlantic coast capable of

holding the Tirpitz.

The design was so daring and the result so successful that it threw Germany’s

propaganda machine out of gear.

The first German reaction was an announcement of a British "attempt" to land

at an Atlantic port and that all the British vessels Were sunk.

Half-an-hour later, this was amended to ‘numerous vessels were sunk, others

fled»
.

After another two-and-a-half hours, the German High Command issued its first

"full account" of the operation, admitting that it was intended to destroy the

harbour lock and adding : -

’An old American destroyer 'which was intended to ran the lock

gate was blown up by German naval batteries before it reached

its target.'

From this point the various official German utterances, attempting to cover this

serious blow to their Naval strategy no less than to their military preparedness,

persistently described the attack as a failure and even as a "catastrophe" .

The British announcements, however, declared that an old destroyer had been

rammed hard into the lock gate, and 'since she was later exploded at the proper time,

was believed to have achieved, its destruction.

Preliminary photographs confirmed that one of the look gates was missing, but

were not clear enough to indicate what had become of it.

r

The latest photograph, reproduced above, makes clear, not only that the gate was

duly rammed, but that the explosion of the Campbeltown blew it clean off its sill,

flung it against the west side of the lock and buckled it badly.

Thus the camera gives the lie to Germany,

On April 1
,

a German military spokesman told the correspondent of a

Scandinavian newspaper that the lock - which according to German announcements had

not been damaged «- had been repaired in one day and was quite usable.

All Fools’ Day ms an appropriate occasion for such a statement by the German

military spokesman. The above photographs proving the damage, have been taken since

the statement was made.

NOTE; Photographs 'are available from P.N.A. CENtral 5886


