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Following is the text of Colonel Britton's 45th weekly broadcast

in the European Service, for release at 0030 11/4/42

HITLER’S NEW DECREE

Hitler issued a new decree yesterday. This decree means death for German

factory managers who make false returns about their factories’ requirements,
their labour or their raw materials.

I want to talk about this decree because it’s a milestone in the war.

Nobody will suppose that German factory managers are threatened with death

because they arc giving such wonderful assistance to the Nazi war machine. The

truth, of course, is the opposite.

The decree means that the conflict between essential work and essential

fighting in the Nazi organisation has become so acute that factory managers are

actually accused of sabotaging the military machine, and Hitler considers that

desperate measures are needed to stop the rot.

Well, we've been waiting for this. We know that the maggot was in the apple,
as Mr. Churchill said when Rudolf Hess fled from Germany. Now we see the maggot,
Hitler is beginning to turn his, firing squads on to his own people.

The significance of this decree for us is that it brings right into the

open the Nazi manpower crisis. We have here a "weapon of immeasurable power. For

the moment I still don't want to say more than this:

Don’t go to Germany to work, whatever the inducements or whatever the threats;

don’t work for the Germans in your own country; and do everything you can to

place a greater strain on manpower in your own country.

I have in front of me a list of the numbers of foreign workers in Germany

today. I’d like to read it out to you. Here it is:

These figures add up to about 2 1/4 million men working for the Nazis. Besides

these there are, of course, over a million and a half French prisoners-of-war.

/The

There are;

1,008,000 Poles 95,000 Frenchmen 17,000 Rumanians

272,000 Italians 80,500 Croats 15,000 Bulgarians

198,000 Belgians 39,000 Serbs 8,000 Greeks

160,000 Czechs 30,000 Danes 3,000 Norwegians

80,000 Slovaks 35,000 Hungarians 2,000 Finns

150,000 Dutchmen 20,000 Swiss 10,000 Spaniards



2.

The Germans vitally need another twp million' foreign, workers

this year and I think it wise to warn you. where they hope to get

them from. They’re trying to collect yet another quarter of a

million from Poland and the Baltic States. They think they're

going to get three quarters of a millionmen from Russia (including
prisoners). All thes "will be treated like cattle, driven to work

with a whip,

The Nazis want 55 ,000 workers from the Balkans and 50,000 from

Czechoslovakia. They hope to get five hundred, thousand skilled

workers from France, Belgium and Holland and two hundred thousand

from Spain.

One of the ways in which the Nazis and their quisling agents

are trying to' get men is by putting advertisements in the local

newspapers.

I would warn you strongly against answering such advertisements,

or at least answering them, seriously. I hear.that many people
have sent false names and addresses to the Nazi recruiting agencies
and have caused a lot of confusion. This is an excellent idea and

I’d advise you to do this.

But whatever you do, try to keep your real name off any kind

of a list, Don’t let the Nazis know anything'about you at all if

you can help it.

Finally I want to give you one little piece of advice. Try
not to travel on a Tuesday, Don't go in a train or a bus or a tram

on a Tuesday, Travel as much as you can on the other days. There's

a reason for this.

Good; luck to you and don't forget there's a maggot in the apple.
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