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FLYING BURNING SPITFIRE

With his elevator and rudder controls cut and his Spitfire on fire, a

young Free French pilot flew hack nearly 50 miles from the Belgian coast before

his aircraft became uncontrollable and he had to bale out.

The pilot had dropped to sea level to attack a German R-boat which he left

in flames, but, as he was climbing after his attack another boat scored a direct

hit on his aircraft behind the cockpit.

"As soon as this happened my rudder and elevator controls were broken" he

said to-day. "And the explosions started a fire. I jettisoned my hood, for

I thought I should have to bale out over the sea. I had only my throttle and

the ailerons on which to fly, but I managed to keep going by opening and shutting
the throttle and juggling with my ailerons.

Spitfire kept turning left and right and when I made the English coast

I knew that the machine could not he landed, although the fire had by this time

gone out. So then I was faced with the problem of trying to find somewhere

where the machine would do no damage when it crashed.

"As I was approaching a Kentish town, my Spitfire suddenly began to climb.

I could do nothing about it and it carried me up to about 3,000 feet. Then it

went into a dive which I could not control and when I tried to bale out the air

pressure tried to keep me in.

"I could not have been at more than 1,000 feet when I managed to throw

myself over the side. As the aircraft passed me my head was caught by the tail

plane. Luckily it was only a glancing blow and I had to have only one stitch in

the wound.

"As I fell in my parachute I went through the edge of some trees and through
some telegraph wires which scratched me a good deal and my aircraft crashed in

the same field, not much more than 100 yards away.

"Some soldiers came along to help me and after they had given me tea they
drove me back to

my aerodrome. I feel fine now but it was a near thing and

just a little too exciting.

"Unfortunately I can only claim the R-boat as ’probably' destroyed, but I

saw it was on fire and the crew were jumping into the water as I flew away."

Recently the young Frenchman set fire to a 200 ton minesweeper in the

Channel. He gave it a short hurst from his cannon and machine guns
and as he

turned for home he saw a small 1 boat being from the minesweeper as the

crew abandoned it.


