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BLACK MARKET IN CLOTHING COUPONS

The campaign against black markets is being carried a stage further by

the Board of Trade with the announcement of a change in the system under

which 300-coupon Traders’ Clothing Vouchors may be obtained from Post Offices,

Since clothes rationing began last June, clothing traders who have to

pass on to their suppliers the coupons which they collect have been allowed

to exchange the loose coupons for 500-coupon vouchers at the larger Post

Offices. The vouchers have been issued on presentation by the traders of

sealed envelopes endorsed with their name and address, and a declaration

that the envelopes contain the requisite number of coupons. After the

vouchers have been issued, the envelopes have been passed over by the Post

Offices to the Board of Trade for examination and checking of their contents.

The Board of Trade had foreseen the possibility that a number of

envelopes handed in would be found to contain waste paper and to bear a

false name and address. Some such offenders have been traced and sent to

prison. But, since the announcement some weeks ago that a proper banking

system for clothing coupons was to be set up, the frond has shown signs of

spreading, though it oust be emphasized that this fraud is not widespread
and has in no way reached a scale which threatens toundermine this system
of fair share which coupons were designed to ensure.

Although this particular racket would in any case have been killed

in a few months’ time when the banking system for coupons starts to

operate, the racketeers are not to be allowed in the meantime to "make

hay while the sun shines". From today onwards vouchers will not be issued

by a Post Office until the contents of the envelopes have been examined;
and to enable this to be done the envelopes will have to be deposited two

days before the vouchers are claimed.
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