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NEW G.O.C., BURMA

His Majesty the King, on the recommendation of the Secretary of State for Burma,

has approved the appointment of Lieutenant General The Honourable Sir H.R.L.G.

Alexander, K.C.B., C.S.I., D.S.O., M.C., as G.O.C., Burma, vice Lieutenant General

T.J. Hutton, C
.B., M.C., with effect from 5th March.

WAR OFFICE

THE CAREER OF GENERAL ALEXANDER

Lieutenant-General, the Hon. Sir Harold R.L.G. Alexander, K.C.B., C.S.I., D.S.O., M.C.

who has succeeded Lieutenant-General Hutton in the Burmese Command, is recognised as one

of the finest leaders of men in the Army.

Like many other natural leaders, he is a great athlete. His strength, toughness and

determination are soon infused into the troops under his command.

He set up records in the Harrow Steeplechase and in the Sandhurst one mile and two

miles. Shortly before he went to the Great War as a young subaltern in the Irish Guards,

he won an Irish amateur mile in 4 minutes 33 seconds.

The General soon showed he could gain honours on the battlefield as well as on the

snorts-field.

He was awarded the French Legion of Honour during the Battle of the Marne; the M.C. at

Loos, and the D.S.O. at the Somme offensive.

In 1916, when he was only 25, he was promoted to Major. The following year he was

commanding a battalion with the rank of Lieutenant-Colonel - a rare distinction for a

young officer of a Guards Regiment, where promotion is usually rather slow.

In 1919 he was commanding the Baltic Landwehr of the Lettish Army during the Russian

operations. At this time he had quite a number of Baltic Germans under his command and

was able to make a close study of the Gorman mentality. During the whole of his war

service he was wounded twice and mentioned in despatches five times.

After the war he continued to win laurels as an athlete. While in command of the 1st

Battalion of his Regiment he won the mile in the Battalion Sports - surely a unique
distinction for a Commanding Officer.

He was given command-of a Brigade in India in 1934 and received the C.S.I. and a

mention in despatches for operations on the North-West Frontier in 1935.

In 1938 he was given command of the1st Division which he took to France in September,

1939, and later took over command of the 1st Corps. During the Dunkirk operations it fell

to him to organise the final defence and evacuation. Lord Gort handed over to him on the

31st May, and the General was the last man to leave the beaches.

Lately the General has been commanding Southern Command, his predecessors in this

post being General Sir Archibald Wavell, General Sir Alan Brooke and General Auchinleck.

He has done much to inculcate the Commando spirit among his men.

His motto, "Attack, attack and attack again even when you are on

the defensive", has become the byword among his troops.

He was one of the originators of the Battle Training Schools

which are now springing up all over the country.

He is a great believer in the doctrine of infiltration, and

'has taught that junior officers must always act quickly in taking

advantage of any gaps in the enemy's defensive system. "We should

not be content to sit behind concrete fortifications; we should

take every chance of hitting back, especially where the enemy is

least expecting us" is one of his sayings.

He has taken every opportunity to further 00-operation with the R.A.F., particularly

an close support of troops by bombers and fighters. This has been reflected in

exercises and demonstrations held in SouthernCanmand last Autumn - which gave convincing

proof of this form of support for ground troops.

Today the General is as fit as he was 20 years ago. Of medium height, with

dark hair and clipped moustache, he has often been takeni for a man in his late thirties

actually he is in his 51st year.


