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The following is Colonel Britton's 40th weekly talk

to the people of the Occupied Countries. Colonel

Britton was accompanied by Colonel Llewellin, Minister

of Aircraft Production, who also spoke. His

broadcast is interpolated in that of Colonel Britton.

In many parts of Europe factories are working at full pressure,

making aeroplanes for German pilots, tanks for the German Army, and a

thousand other weapons that the Germans want.

One of these factories was the Renault and Farman aircraft works

just outside Paris.

For months, tanks, lorries and aeroplane engines were being

delivered by these works to the Germans. And they went straight
across Europe to be used against our Allies, the Russians.

This week, British planes bombed those works. Much damage was

done.

We warned these workers that we should come. We don’t want to

kill our friends.

I warn you again now. Keep away from these factories. Keep

away from any work which is helping Germany.

The Royal Air Force is coming again. More and more often.

If you are forced to work, demand proper air raid shelters.

But better still, keep away. Get into the country.

Well now I'm very glad tonight to be privileged to introduce to

you the man in charge of the whole of Britain's vast aircraft

production, COLONEL LLEWELLIN.

There's a very close alliance here, between Colonel LLewellin's

men, the men who make Hurricanes and Spitfires and Blenheim bombers,
the British pilots who fly them, and the V Army on the other side of

the line who're keeping the Messerschmits out of the air.

COLONEL LLEWELLIN:

After a period of some nine months in two other Government posts
I have just returned to the Ministry of Aircraft Production.

When I left this Ministry the production of aircraft was good.

During the intervening period the number has increased immensely.

Last week, we had by far the largest output of aeroplane engines
that this country has ever made, the production of complete aircraft

was equally good.

Many new factories, started in the earlier days, have come into

full production. Amongst them are a number built underground, so that

however heavy any bombing may be, work can continue uninterrupted

throughout the 24 hours of each day.

Such is the progress of our aircraft production.

The supply of ships to the Navy and to our merchant fleets proceeds
at similar speed.

Army supply goes ahead in equal degree.
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So much so that in aircraft and in tanks we have been able during

the whole of this winter to supply large quantities to the Russian armies

which are fighting our foes so successfully, and which have conclusively

proved that the German armies are not unbeatable.

Now let us take a look at what the Germans are doing.

The resources of Germany are already strained to the uttermost.

Their present production effort cannot be long maintained.

It is now or never for them.

That is why they are mobilising all the labour that can be got

together.

That is why Germans are being compelled to work as they never worked

before.

Owing to the successful and continuous pressure
of the Russian armies

some 2 1/4 million men, who were working last winter in German factories,
have had to stay in the German armies on the Russian front.

The Nazis have had to put boys of 14 1/2 years into their factories.

They have called back men long past the age of normal retirement.

Crippled soldiers and even blind men have been pressed into service.

Men and women suffering from acute tuberculosis have been taken back

into industry so as to get the last few hours work out of each of them

before they die.

And yet there are not enough German workers to go round.

And so they are relying upon men imported into Germany from occupied

territories, or upon those who are made to work for Germany in the lands

which have been seized and occupied by force of German arms.

French, Norwegians, Dutch, Belgians, Poles and Czechs are compelled

to work in this way.

For men they hate.

For a system of Government they all loathe.

It is to you, men and women, who have been brought up to love your

own countries, your own ways of life; to love liberty and freedom - it

is to you I speak tonight.

The people of the United States of America are working with a will

to bring the full resources of that great country to make final victory

for freedom certain.

The people of this country are also working well and by their

strenuous efforts are ensuring that the victory for which we all strive

shall indeed be ours, and shall not be long delayed.

When I say "ours" I do not mean that it will be a victory of Britain

alone, nor of America alone, nor of Russia alone.

I mean that it will be a victory of all those civilised beings

ourselves, cur allies and you - who arc determined that Dictatorship
shall not rule the world.

Our task in Britain is to produce more weapons to defeat these

Dictators,

Your task is to see that; as little as possible is made to help them

win, and that anything that is made thereafter gives as much trouble ' /as with



as with cunning it is possible to achieve.

We in this country admire what you men and women of the V Army are

doing in this respect.

We know that the German High Command is much concerned at the

efficiency of your efforts in this direction.

Every day their experts complain of your stubborn resistance; your

carelessness with tools and material; your small failures, so hard to

detect; the trifling accidents which cause so much confusion and delay.

They have had to bring in a whole army of foremen, supervisors and

gestapo men to check the work you are doing and to test the results.

This means a waste of the precious manpower at their disposal.

But they know that they cannot afford for a moment to relax their

vigilance for the defective tank, the defective gun, the defective plane,

means death for its crew.

The workers here in Britain know these things.

They understand your difficulties.

They admire your courage and resource.

Here then we have the formula for Victory.

There are two things which can, in the coming months, defeat and

cripple Hitler’s spring offensive beyond recovery.

They are the SPEEDING UP of production in Britain and America, and

the SLOWING DOWN of production on the continent of Europe.

You can rely on the people of Britain to play their part.

And the people of Britain know that they can rely on you, the men

and women of the V Army, to play with courage the great part which you have

adopted for yourselves.

COLONEL BRITTON

Thank you, sir.

Colonel Llewellin has given us a very practical formula for Victory.

Speed up British production.

Slow down the Germans.

You heard him say that British aircraft workers last week produced

more planes than ever before.

Good luck to them.

Let us try and get German’s war production down to a new record low

level.

And don't forget the British pilot is your friend. Keep out of his

way.

Good luck to the V Army.
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