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MOBILISATION OF LABOUR IN THE EVENT OF INVASION

As part of the plans for meeting enemy action in the event of invasion a

new Defence Regulation (Regulation 84AA of the Defence (General) Regulations)
has been made with a view to securing that labour will be immediately available

when required for the purpose of doing work needed in connection with ©iterations
for meeting enemy action on land.

The Regulation empowers a Regional Commissioner, after consultation with or

as a result of representations made by a competent military authority, to

declare a Civil Defence region or any part of a region to be an Operational Area

if it is necessary to use the labour in it for the purpose of work either in that

area or an adjacent area in connection with operations for meeting actual or

immediately apprehended enemy action on land in the United Kingdom.

When an area has been thus declared to be an Operational Area, the Minister of

Labour and National Service is empowered to direct any persons in that area to

perform specified services or to report for work to a representative of the Naval,

Military or Air Forces, of a Government Department or Local or public Authority or of

a public Utility Undertaking.

Services rendered are to be paid for at a rate hot lower than that generally

paid for comparable services in the district. In the event of any person

sustaining an injury whilst performing work to which he has been directed, he will

be safeguarded in the matter of compensation either under the Workmen's

Compensation Act or under the Personal Injuries (civilians) Scheme.

The powers of the Minister to give directions will he exercised on his behalf

hy duly authorised officers to he called Operational Area Defence Officers. All

National Service Officers automatically become Operational Area Defence Officers and

other such Officers may also he appointed. The directions given hy these Officers

need not he given in writing, but may he given in the most convenient way according

to the prevailing circumstances.

Members of the Armed Forces of the Crown, the Police Forces, whole-time

members of Civil Defence Forces and Services, including the National Fire Service,
members of the Royal Observer Corps or of the Women's Auxiliary Services are

excepted from the operation of the Order.

The penalty on conviction on indictment for an offence against the Regulation
will be not exceeding ten years' penal servitude or a fine not exceeding £500 or both.

Operational Area Defence Officers arc given power to arrest without warrant any

person who may have reasonable ground for being suspected of having committed an

offence against the Regulation.

It is emphasized that the Regulation is merely a precautionary measure, and

that no action can be taken under it unless and until enemy action on land is

actually taking place or is immediately apprehended.

The only work which people can be required to perform under the Regulation is

work which appears to a competent military authority to be needed in connection

with operations for meeting enemy action on land. No person can be required under

the Regulation to perform combatant duties.

The classes of persons excepted from the operation of the Regulation are

limited, and in the circumstances existing should invasion take place, it may be

necessary to call upon the services of people who, in other circumstances, would

be left to pur sue their ordinary occupations. Administrative arrangements will,

however, he made with a view to leaving undisturbed persons whose services even

in the emergency conditions which may exist are required for other essential

purposes.
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