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PRINCE BERNHARD’S BROADCAST

The following speech will be broadcast over Radio Orange,

at 7.45 this evening, by PRINCE BERNHARD of the NETHERLANDS.

"The terrible suffering which so unjustly came over the Netherlands

has now undeservedly descended upon the entire Indies.

I have experienced the suffering of our compatriots in Europe, and

know how our troops fought till the end against a superior enemy. I

realise therefore the grief which strikes you and the pent-up anger which

must fill the gallant defenders of the Indies.

I should have liked so much to have shared your suffering and

participated in your fight.

With the approval of the Queen I wish to tell you that my plan for

this was ready, and throe times it was about to be carried out.

But the Government, moved by the most serious considerations ob-

jected to the execution of my plan, and I felt I had to resign myself.

To my deep regret therefore, I cannot be with you. Let me tell you,

however, that my thoughts, and those of the Princess, are constantly with

you, and that in our hearts we share all your cares, suffering, and

difficulties.

I have but one task hero: to help in furthering the liberation of

the Netherlands and the Indies, with all my strength.

I have only one desire: to see this liberation as soon as possible.

I have only one ideal: after the liberation, to devote myself

entirely to the reconstruction of the Kingdom.

Our name in the world is unsullied. Therefore, I believe, with you,

in the future of our Empire. Despite the distress of the moment, we shall

maintain, with God’s help, and finally conquer, with His blessing. "
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