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BENIN AND CITRINEBROADCAST TO CANADA

HELPING THE LOAN CAMPAIGN

Talks by the Rt. Hon. Ernest Bevin M.P., Minister of Labour and National

Service, and Sir Walter Citrine,President of the International Federation of Trade

Unions, will be broadcast in Canada tonight in support of the Canadian Victory

Loan Campaign.

Following are extracts from their speeches; full texts may be consulted on

application in Room 22 at the Ministry of Information.

MR. ERNEST BEVIN

Six hundred million dollars, the objective of the Loan Campaign, represents just

over 50 dollars per head of Canada’s population, said Mr, Bevin, "You are not asked

to give it - only to lend it. Saving in this way has the beneficial effect of

creating a credit for after the war, and, such, credit will be a tremendous

advantage to everyone throughout the world.

"This war is not a rich man's war, it is a people’s war. The principal thing the

people won in the 19th. and early part of the 20th. century was liberty, and by

putting their liberty to good use they had improved their economic position

enormously...
"The peoples of the different countries had established international relations.

At Geneva and elsewhere we were discussing common problems that affected everyone,

irrespective of colour or creed - problems which affected our daily lives and our

standards of living. The primary producer, the peasant of the world, who had been

subject to exploitation, was receiving more active consideration with a view to

grappling with his problems, finding suitable price levels and a proper

equilibrium between town and country...

"I am convinced that if the Nazis and Japan and Italy and the Fascists had not

devoted their energies to preparing for war to solve their problems, both we and they
could have harnessed and used the great social and liberalising influences that were

at work in the world and made progress far beyond anything they could possibly

accomplish by re-armament and conflict. There would not now be lying dead in Europe

and Asia the millions of victims drawn mainly from the common people who have been

so callously sacrificed by the aggressors...

"Democracy had not failed; it was just becoming effective...

"There never has been a war which rested so much on the, individual as this one

does." Our people are determined to retain their liberty, to develop equality and

maintain free government.

"Is not then the price in service, effort and the loan of your dollars to the

State worth while? And in the future it will enable you to say;

"I fought for liberty, I worked for liberty, I willingly paid my taxation for it

and I have lent of my substance in order that my children and my children's children

may grow up in a free and fair land."

SIR WALTER CITRINE

"It is only 12 months since I had a thorough look round America’s war industries

and last Fall I was in Moscow," said Sir Walter Citrine, "I saw enough in both those

countries to convince me that, despite our reverses, the Nazis and the Japanese have

bitten off more than they can chew.

"Notwithstanding Russia's losses, her resources in man-power are enormous and

although her industries have been badly crippled for the time being, recovery is

being made.



2.

"You all know what immense industrial capacity the United States

has, and although her gigantic re-armament programme will not be

realised, for some time, the organising genius of the United States

is hustling ahead as it never did before."

Recalling that he had seen something of Canada's war effort, too,

Sir Walter said:-

"I saw aeroplanes being built in Canadian factories. I saw

corvettes, minesweepers and flying boats being produced in Canadian

shipyards. I saw heavy guns being forged in Canadian foundries. I

saw highly technical equipment being turned out by the dexterous hands

of Canadian women and girls...

"This is a war of production and it is in the munition factories

where most of us have to make our goodwill and determination a reality,

by turning out as fast as we can the ships, guns, tanks, aircraft and

the munitions to enable our brave men to beat our enemies.

"All the Allies urgently need arms. Russia has the man-power,

but she needs arms. Britain has a powerful navy, a splendid air

force and a growing army, but all are in need of expansion and

equipment.

"Our kinsmen in Australia and New Zealand need aeroplanes and

equipment of all kinds to keep out the Japanese invader.

"But arms cost money....That is why the Canadian Government is

asking you to subscribe to this loan.

"Six hundred million dollars is a big sum to raise, particularly
after your supremely generous action in wiping out the one thousand

million dollars which Britain owed you. But I know you can and will

raise it.

"We, too, are doing our bit. This war is costing Britain well

over fifty million dollars a day....

"We must stand together. The United States is rapidly building

a great army and air force and is strengthening her navy, and one

day the full power of all the Allied nations will be brought

irresistibly to bear.

"When that day comes the gaudy facade of the Nazis and Fascists

will collapse like a house of cards, and the free nations of the

world will march in unity and comradeship towards a better

civilisation, free from poverty and want and the fear of recurrent

wars".
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