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BATAVIA COMMUNIQUE

The following communique was issued today by the headquarters of the

Netherlands East Indies forces at Bandoeng:-

All over Java the battle against the Japanese invasion troops is now

raging.

Because of the peculiar character of infiltration warfare, as a result of

which the establishment of a regular front is completely impossible, it is

difficult to give a clear review of the state of affairs.

On the whole, however, the Japanese have numerical superiority and are

advancing continually. In this way they succeeded, in spite of theheroic and

courageous resistance of our troops, in occupying several places; definite

air superiority contributed to the successes of the enemy.

SOLO and some places in East Java such as BODJONEGORO fell into enemy hands.

In West Java our troops evacuated KRAWANG and also POERWAKARTA and TANGERANG,

which were occupied by the enemy.

In the course of an attack by our Hurricanes on the aerodrome at KALIDJATI,
which is occupied by the enemy, two of our aircraft were shot down. One of the

pilots was slightly injured, the other saved himself without injury. One

Navy "O" was shot down and another damaged, while some Navy "O’s" were machine-

gunned on the field.

Yesterday morning 16 bombers bombed an aerodrome near BANDOENG. Damage was

very small. Some bombs fell in residential quarters while a fire was started in

a kampong. Nobody was killed, however.

In the course of an attack on TJIMAHI some persons were killed. During the

attack on BANDOENG, two enemy planes wore shot down for certain, while a third

was most probably shot down.

This morning six Japanese bombers made a surprise attack on BANDOENG in

hazy weather. Our anti-aircraft artillery shot down two enemy aircraft and

damaged two others so seriously that most probably they have not been able to

reach their base.

Furthermore, a raid was carried out yesterday on TJILATJAP. Slight

damage was done.
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