
31/3/42 - No. 22

A.T.S. TO MAN SEARCHLIGHTS

A.T.S. are to man searchlights in the Anti-Aircraft Command.

Experiments are about to start to investigate conditions under which A.T.S.

can be employed in full operational roles on searchlight sites.

It is not intended to place A.T.S. on lonely, exposed and isolated

sites. The experiment will probably mean the introduction of mixed search-

light batteries. Some ’troops’ will be male and others A.T.S.

When a site is approved as suitable for A.T.S. it will be manned

entirely by them. There will be no men on the site.

A system of reliefs will be worked out so that detachments can be

withdrawn from sites to headquarters for a period of rest and training.

There will be large areas in which the A.T.S. will not be employed.
It is likely that in most areas one group of sites may be taken over by A.T.S.

and the next group by men. But it is not intended that the A.T.S. should

take over sites near the coast.

The A.T.S. areas are not to be broken down below six lights, which means

that the A.T.S. will be in groups of six lights adjacent to each other.

A.T.S. volunteers from existing units hare already been called for to

be specially trained as N.C.Os in mixed searchlight batteries. All A.T.S.

going on to searchlight operational duties will be volunteers in the same

way as those for mixed A.A. batteries.

The experiment is framed to find out how conditions and accommodation

can be adapted for a widespread manning of searchlights by A.T.S. to be

carried out in the most efficient and economical manner.

It may lead to many alterations and adjustments but there is every

indication from reports already studied that it will be a success.

An experiment carried out last summer showed that the A.T.S. could

carry out all duties on a searchlight site and control its equipment.

It is anticipated that in a few months there will be opportunities for

women to play their part in another interesting and vital service and at the

same time replace thousands of men for other duties.

Women joining the A.T.S. will be able to volunteer for searchlight
work. At first, however, until the second experiment is concluded, numbers

will be limited.

In the meantime volunteers are still required for important work in

mixed A.A. batteries.
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