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AIR CHIEF MARSHAL RETIRES

SIR ARTHUR MURRAY LONGMORE

Air Chief Marshal Sir Arthur Longmore, G.C.B., D.S.O., Inspector
General of the Royal Air Force, has been placed on the retired list from

March 1 at his own request in order to accelerate the promotion of
younger

officers.

ONE OF THE FIRST TO FLY

Sir Arthur Longmore was appointed an Inspector General in Ju1y, 1941 on

his return from overseas, where he had been Air Officer Commanding in Chief,
Royal Air Force, Middle East, since May 1940. During his period of Command

he was responsible for the R.A.F. part in General Wavell’s advance in the

first battle of Libya. His flying career dates from 1911, when he was one

of the first four Naval officers to learn to fly at Eastchurch. From the

first he showed unusual skill as a pilot. His Royal Aero Club certificate

is No. 72 and is dated April 25, 1911. In the following year he joined the

Naval wing of the Royal Flying Corps as Squadron Commander. He was

appointed instructor at the Central Flying School, where he taught many of

those who became prominent as pilots during the war. The Army Council

expressed their high appreciation of his work, in which he showed great

ability as pilot and instructor.

It was about this time that he acted as pilot to Mr. Churchill, then

First Lord of the Admiralty. The Prime Minister recalled this early assoc-

iation in the House of Commons on December 19, 1940, when he was referring
to the part played by the R.A.F. in General Wavell's successes. Mr.

Churchill said this was a pleasure to him personally, because when he was at

the Admiralty before the last war, forming the Royal Naval Air Service, Sir

Arthur Longmore was one of the first few flyers there.

"In those days of very dubious machines he several times used to fly me

about," said the Prime Minister. "We were personal friends as long ago as

that."

On the outbreak of war in 1941, he was appointed to command No. 1.

R.N.A.S. Squadron.

At the beginning of 1916, he reverted to sea service, being posted to

H.M.S. Tiger. He fought in the Battle of Jutland on board the battle cruiser.
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After a period at the Admiralty, in 1917 he went out to Otranto to

command R.N.A.S. units as Wing Captain. He was granted the rank of Colonel in the

R.A.F. on its formation, and during 1918 he was senior officer R.A.F. on the

staff of the Naval Commander in Chief, Mediterranean.

At the close of the war the Italian Admiral Thaon de Revel expressed

appreciation of his services in the Adriatic as Commander of the Adriatic Group.

He was awarded the Italian Order of Saints Maurice and Lazarus and the

Italian grace di Guerra.

He was also awarded the D.S.O. and was mentioned in despatches in 1919.

He remained in the R.A.F. after the war as Group Captain, and went out to

Bulgaria in 1920 as president of the Inter-Allied Aeronautical Committee of Control.

Towards the end of the same year he commanded No.3. Group and later attended

the Army Staff College at Camberley. He went to Iraq in 1923 for Air Staff

duties, and in 1925 was Director of Equipment at the Air Ministry. He received

the C.B. as a New Year honour. He had been promoted Air Commodore in the

preceding year.

Later appointments were Chief Staff Officer, Inland Area, and A.O.C., Cranwell

(1929). He remained Commandant of the R.A.F. College as Air Vice-Marshal until

1933, when he became A.O.C., Inland Area. In the following year he commanded

Coastal Area (now Coastal Command), and in 1936 he was appointed to command the

Imperial Defence College. He had been created K.C.B. in 1935 and promoted Air

Marshal.

He remained at the Imperial Defence College until shortly before the war. In

July 1939 he Became A.O.C., Training Command. He was promoted Air Chief Marshal

in November 1939.

He went to the Middle East as A.O.C. in C. in May 1940, and became responsible
for the R.A.F. preparations for General Wavell's advance in December of the same year.

In his speech in the House of Commons on December 19th, 1940, already quoted,

Mr. Churchill, referring to the Libyan successes, said:-

"I must not forgot the work which has been done in this Battle By Air Chief

Marshal Sir Arthur Longmore, who at the most critical moment in their preparations
had to have a very large part of his force taken away from him for Greece, but who,

nevertheless, persevered, running additional risks, and whose handling of this

situation in co-operation with the Army deserves the highest praise.”

Sir Arthur Longmore was created a G.C.B. in March 1941, and in July was

appointed Inspector General of the R.A.F.

In peace time he was known as an enthusiastic rider to hounds. He used to

keep his own hunters and was a member of several well-known Hunts. He is an

excellent shot, and plays golf, lawn tennis and cricket.

He was born at St. Leonard 's, New South Wales, in 1885, and was educated

in England in Hertfordshire and Hampshire before becoming a Naval Cadet in H.M.S.

Britannia. He was commissioned in the Navy in 1904.

Two of his sons are in the Squadron Leader R.M. Longmore, O.B.E., and

Flight Lieutenant W.J.M. Longmore. His youngest son is in the Army.
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