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FRUIT PRESERVATION PLANS FOR 1942

In view of the importance of utilising all sources of food supply,
the Ministry of Food has decided that centres shall again he set up this

year to preserve any fruit from gardens and allotments (and also wild

fruit) which would otherwise be wasted.

The fruit brought to the preserving centres will be paid for at not

more than the prescribed maximum growers’ prices. Sugar for the preserving
centres will be bought by means of a special permit and will be paid for

at manufacturers’ prices. Quantities of 5 cwts. or less must be bought

through local retailers.

The preserving will be carried out by voluntary workers, and the jam

thus added to the national stocks will be sold as part of the ration.

For the 1942 season the Ministry of Food will accept responsibility
for the disposal of any jam or jelly which the preserving centres do not

themselves sell to retailers, wholesalers or institutions. This surplus
will be bought at first hand prices by the C.W.S. through local Co-operative
Branches.

As before, the National Federation of Women’s Institutes has under-

taken to carry out the scheme in rural areas of England and Wales on behalf

of the Ministry. In urban areas, the Food Control Committee will appoint

a Garden Fruit Sub-Committee to set up preserving centres with the help
of local women’s organisations, including the National Union of Townswomen’s

Guilds, the Women’s Co-operative Guilds, the National Council of Social

Service, British Legion Women’s Section and the National Allotment Society.

Any person, resident in the area covered by a centre, whether or not

a member of the Women’s Institute or of the other women’s organisations,

has a right to sell fruit to that centre. Full instructions on the

operation of the scheme will shortly be issued to those responsible for

its organisation. Separate arrangements are being made for Scotland and

Northern Ireland.

Last year 5,500 rural centres and 180 urban centres made a total of

over 1,500 tons of jam.
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