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GENERAL McNAUGHTON'S STATEMENT

ON RETURN TO BRITAIN.

Lieutenant General A.G.L. McNaughton, Canadian Corps Commander has
returned to Britain after a tour of Canada and the United States, where
he met the President. He came aboard a troopship in a convoy bringing
specialist units for the Canadian Armoured Corps, and reinforcements for
all branches of the Canadian Army in Britain. He was welcomed on

arrival by Lt. General H.D.G. Crerar, acting Canadian Corps Commander, and

Major General the Hon. P.J. Montague senior officer at Canadian Military
Headquarters, London.

In a statement on arrival Lieutenant General McNaughton said:

"I have just finished a visit of some weeks duration in the course of which I
was able to see a considerable number of the military training centres and

establishments which have been set up in eastern and central Canada.

”I was able to see something of the war industries in various places from Sorel
in the Province of Quebec to Hindsor in Ontario.

"I h
a
ve seen recruits under their first military training, schools for

artificers and tradesmen, for those who will man our armoured fighting vehicles,
for signals, for ordnance, for artillery, engineers and army service corps.

" I have seen factories turning out rifles, revolvers, mortars, field, coast-

defence, and anti-aircraft and anti-tank guns; also the most intricate radio

communications and radio location gear, motor transport and tanks and all the

vast array of complex gear that an array now requires.

"I have satisfied myself that no one will rest content with things as they
are, but that the best brains and talents in industry will take up the quest
for new and better weapons of greater power, mobility and accuracy, so that we

may gain advantage in the field.

"It has been a wonderful experience and everything I have seen - the spirit

of those in military training, the devotion of the men and women in the factories -

rings through with determination and confidence.

"There is no doubt that our forces here are constantly in the minds of those

at home, and that we shall lack for nothing which is required to equip us for the

battle against the enemy; that we shall have in full measure the reinforcements

and the new formations and units needed, and that the people of Canada are

grimly determined to see this struggle through to a proper conclusion.

"So in coming back to the Canadian Army I bring the message that we shall

go forward with every confidence in the firm support which we shall have."

General McNaughton, who was looking very well after his crossing, said it

had been a very great experience to meet President Roosevelt. He saw the

President and his military and production chiefs whose patience, determination

and realism struck him; and he said that what he saw and learned in Washington

left him immensely heartened.

Asked to comment on advocacy for offensive action he said that we don’t win

wars by sitting in defensive positions, however important they are.

The Canadian forces in Britain had had two things in front of them, the need

to contribute to the maximum of their power to the defence of Britain, and to

prepare themselves to attack Germans abroad as soon as the opportunity came.

Through the long and weary months of waiting they had not lost sight of the

need of offensive action, and were endeavouring to be hard hitting, mobile, and

long range in scope. The proper time to strike would come, but that was a

question of patience. It did no good to use troops prematurely, That was

required was no blow struck casually without some continuing effect on the enemy.
There was no doubt that the Canadian Government’s announced plan for the

formation of an any of two corps will be completed in the very near future.

The additional formations for this army were being trained in Canada and will be
brought over as soon as shipping is available.


