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ST. NAZAIRE CONVOY ESCORT

A Junkers 88 which attempted to interfere with the ships returning
from St. Nazaire ms intercepted by a Coastal Command Beaufighter and

shot down.

As it fell, the German aircraft fouled the Beaufighter, which also

crashed into the sea.

This Brief combat, which ended in the destruction of Both aircraft,

was seen By those on Board the ships, and was described By an eye-witness.

"On our way home," he said, "we were shadowed by two Heinkel float-planes

and at least three Ju 88s. A Beaufighter circled above us,
but the enemy

aircraft kept dodging in and out of low cloud.

"Generally they remained at a respectful distance But occasionally the

Junkers got a Bit Bolder and attempted to fly over the convoy. We drove them

off with heavy A.A. fire.

"After about half an hour of this hide-and-seek, I saw a Junkers fly up

the port side of the convoy. The Beaufighter which was Between the ships and

the German aircraft turned sharply to attack.

"As soon as the Junkers saw the Beaufighter it sheered off, But tracer

Bullets and cannon shells from the Beaufighter 's guns ripped into it and

immediately set it on fire.

"Its right wing rose steeply into the air as its nose lifted, it

stalled, slipped, and Began to plunge into the sea.

"The Beaufighter tried to get clear of the Junkers But its wing-tip

was struck By the falling enemy aircraft.

"The Beaufighter turned over on its Back and crashed into the sea only

300 or 400 feel from the Nazi.

"The German was definitely destroyed Before the collision with the

Beaufighter. He was going down in a mass of smoke.

"One of the ships left the convoy to look for survivors but both

aircraft had gone in at such a speed that not even wreckage could be seen

on the surface."


