
28/3/42 - No. 26

NOT FOR PUBLICATION, BROADCAST, OR USE ON CLUB TAPES BEFORE

00.30 B.S.T. (i.e. FOR MORNING PAPERS) ON SUNDAY, MARCH 29, 1942.

THIS EMBARGO SHOULD BE INSPECTED OVERSEAS BY PREFACING ANY

MESSAGES FILED WITH THE EMBARGO.

THE SUFFERINGS OF BELGIUM

DEMONSTRATION ON GOOD FRIDAY

The German drive for man power has become particularly intense in

Belgium. On March 6 a decree of General von Falkenhausen, Military Governor

of Belgium and Northern France, instituted compulsory labour throughout the land.

Although the Germans have since issued reassuring statements to the

effect that the unemployed called up will not have to leave Belgium, information

has reached this country which suggests that they are, in fact, on the point of

resorting to the mass deportation of Belgian workmen, thus repeating their

policy of 1916.

The Belgian people are bravely facing this fresh aggravation of their

sufferings. It is known in London that they are preparing a demonstration of

both a religious and national character. Just as a Day of Prayer is taking

place in Britain today, in Belgium a minute of silent reflection, dedicated

to all the victims of German oppression and especially to the workmen who have

been torn from their homes, will be observed on Good Friday at 3 o'clock in

the afternoon.

In accordance with requests received, from Belgium itself, to Belgian

programme of the B.B.C. gave news on Saturday night of this intended demonstration.

An appeal to all Belgians to join in it has Been made by Monsieur Charles

Tschoffen, the Barrister and writer well known in the Belgian Catholic movement.

A similar appeal was made in Flemish By the Reverend Father van Zuyt of the

Belgian church in Camden Town. A final appeal will Be made later by the

Belgian Senator, Monsieur Henri Rolin, who recently escaped from Belgium and is

today a member of the Belgian Government in London.

The wireless station in the Belgian Congo relayed M.Tschoffen's appeal,

so that in their colony, in Britain and throughout the free world, Belgians will

join with their compatriots in occupied territory in observing this minute of

solemn prayer and reflection dedicated to those who are struggling and suffering

for the freedom of their country.
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