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SPEECH BY VICE-CHANCELLOR RAIKES, OF THE UNIVERSITY

OF JOHANNESBURG, ON THE OCCASION OF THE CONFERRING

OF THE DEGREE OF DOCTOR OF LAW HONORIS CAUSA ON

HER MAJESTY QUEEN WILHELMINA ON MARCH 28, 1942

Mr. Chancellor I have the honour to ask you to confer on Her Majesty

the Queen of the Netherlands the Decree of Doctor of Law honoris causa.

Though Her Majesty is not present with us in Johannesburg, wireless

communication makes it possible for her to take part in our ceremony from

London and she will shortly address us from there.

In asking Her Majesty to accept homage from our University, we had three

main purposes in view: first cf all, we wished to p y tribute to the constancy and

determination of Her Majesty herself. The House of Orange has long been famous

among the ruling families of Europe. Their motto is "Je Maintiendrai" and has

been the beacon for three members of the House in particular: William the Silent
in the 16th Century; our own William 3rd in the 17th, and now in our own day

Queen Wilhelmina herself.

William the Silent, raised as a courtier in the Court of Charles 5th, and

treated by the great Emperor as a son, nevertheless afterwards inspired his

people to struggle for freedom against a tyrant, son of this Emperor. Though
murdered before completing his life task, he did lay the foundations of political

and religious tolerance.

His great descendant, our own William 3rd, faced by the aggression of Louis

14th, staked his own existence and that of his country to secure the support of

England.

And now once more the Ruler of Holland is an exile.

The reasons for this tragedy are too recent to require recapitulation. Let

us look rather to the magnificent example of courage and determination set by Her

Majesty.

We may rest assured that, led by her, the Dutch nation before very long

will be restored.

Secondly, we desired to offer through the Queen our tribute of admiration

to the Dutch nation; for their dogged defence through the centuries of the

principles of religious freedom and personal liberty; for their befriending of

exiles; for their pioneering spirit. And finally, we wished to convey this message

of admiration from a South African University.

We in this country are all of us justly proud of our history and of its

development from the early pioneering times of van Riebeeck.

We are prouder still that in our array in the north, Boer and Briton have

cemented for us a deathless alliance, determined to defeat aggression, and

dictatorship, false religion and enslavement and to help to ensure that for all

time mankind may enjoy those fruits of personal, national and spiritual liberty

which are the bejewelled gifts of Holland to the world.

Continued in Dutch as follows: (translation)

For this reason I have the honour to ask you, Mr. Chancellor to confer the

Degree of Doctor of Law Honoris Causa on Her Majesty Queen Wilhelmina of the

Netherlands.
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