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PRESS NOTICE

GALLANTRY OF M.T.B. CREW

During a recent clash between our patrols and those of the enemy in the

English Channel, one of our M.T.B.s suffered damage but she was saved by the

gallantry and fortitude of her crew and the assistance of a motor gunboat,
and brought safely into harbour.

When contact was made with the enemy, an M.T.B. under the command of

Sub-Lieutenant J. Weeden, R.N.V.R., went in to attack in the face of heavy

gunfire from enemy armed trawlers and E boats. The M.T.B. was manoeuvring
for a second attack when she was hit and forced to disengage. One of her

engines had been damaged and her hull was holed on the waterline. While

making for her base, the M.T.B. was attacked by three E boats. She was hit,
and the Commanding Officer and the coxswain, Petty Officer H. Unsworth, were

both wounded.

For a while Sub-Lieutenant Weeden managed to carry on, but as he was fast

losing strength, he was forced to hand over to his First Lieutenant,
Sub-Lieutenant G.J. Macdonald, R.N.Z.N.V.R. Petty Officer Unsworth, although

wounded, remained at the wheel.

The M.T.B. succeeded in disengaging in the darkness, but then a serious

fire broke out on board. Sub-Lieutenant Weeden rallied enough strength to

stand again and ordered a signal to be sent asking for assistance.

Telegraphist J.A. Hurst began to send the signal but was overcome by fumes

from the fire. Telegraphist N. McLaughlan took over and completed the signal,

and then dragged Hurst on deck out of the fumes.

The fire was increasing and the ammunition in the magazine began to

explode, so Sub-Lieutenant Weeden gave the order to abandon ship. As some of

the crew were drifting clear on a raft, an M.G.B., commanded by Lieutenant

D.C. Sidebottom, R.N.V.R., came on the scene and picked them up. Sub-Lieutenant

McLaughlan and the unwounded members of the crew of the returned to

their ship and, with the help of the crew of tho motor gunboat, they were able

:o get the fire under control.

The M.T.B. was then towed back to harbour.

ADMIRALTY, S.W.1.


