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A MODERN CRUSADER.

A modern crusader is Australian tom Eunice Hellen Alexandria Smith,
now a "veteran” of three wars - the Sino-Japanese, the Spanish Civil and

this, in which she is a driver in the A.T.S., a job which she likes.

Born in Australia of English parents, Miss Smith joined the A.T.S.

more than a year ago and is now serving in the South-Vest of England.
An Isle of Wight couple, her parents went to Australia to visit

relatives and have a holiday. While in Australia, Eunice Hellen

Alexandria was born, and when Mr. and Mrs. Smith returned to this country,
their youngest daughter was left in the care of an aunt at Woola-Carra

Creek, via Lake Carjellicoe, New South Wales.

In spartan surroundings, Miss Smith grew up to become a boundary
rider on

a
cattle station. But this open-air life of policing for

cattle thieves in the Australian bush was not exciting enough for her,

so she set out to make her way round the world.

Working "before the mast" she got to China in time to join up in

the Chinese forces and take her place on the Northern Frontier as a

medical orderly. But again the wanderlust bit her, and off she went

to Spain, where she took part in the battle for Madrid. During her

unconducted "tour", she also found time to look in at Egypt, India,

Arabia, New Zealand, Tasmania, Switzerland, Malta and France.

Returning to Australia, she volunteered for the Anzac women’s service

equivalent to the A.T.S. and reached the rank of L/Sgt. But she could

not be happy with the war so far away, so 20 months ago she packed her

grips again and paid her own fare to come to this country.

At first the A.T.S. would not have her because she had a bad foot,
but when this was righted she reapplied and was enlisted.

Miss Smith is one of a family of 17. Her mother is now dead. Two

of her brothers are serving in India.

WAR OFFICE.


