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ECONOMY IN USE OF N.F.S. CARS

Instructions and guidance for increased economy in the use of motor

cars of the National Fire Service have been issued by Mr. Herbert Morrison,

Home Secretary and Minister of Home Security.

The general principles laid down are that National Fire Service

vehicles are provided for Service requirements, not private convenience,
and must be used with strict regard to economy of petrol which is now more

necessary than ever.

On the one hand it is important that Fire Service Officers should

have transport available to take them without delay to fires or other

occurrences where they may be urgently wanted; it is also right that officers

who have long distances to travel, such as inspections of Fire Stations

over a wide area, should perform their duties without loss of time.

On the other hand N.F.S. vehicles must not be used for private journeys

such as going to places of amusement. In such cases public transport must

be used and arrangements made to fetch officers who may be urgently

required.

Economy is also to be achieved by restricting the complement of staff

cars at the various headquarters. For example, the complement for the

Divisional Headquarters should not exceed four cars of which not more than

one should be of 16 h.p. or over and not more than one between 10 h.p. and

16 h.p., except that for Divisions covering specially large areas the cars

may be increased tosix by the addition of one car of 10 h.p. - 16 h.p. and

one of 10 h.p. or under. Headquarters cars shall be under the control of

Transport Officers.

Normally only officers of the rank of Divisional Officer or above may

have the service of drivers. The greater use of firewomen as drivers, and

the training of more women as car drivers where necessary, are points
included in the new instructions.

It is appreciated that precise rules to govern every question arising in

connection with the use of cars cannot be prescribed by instructions, and

that the observance of the spirit of the instructions in particular instances

must depend on the sense of responsibility of the officers concerned.
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